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Reader, 


Mill not Apologize 
Jor the publication 
1, of this Diſcourſe, as 

, migbi be expetl- 
3 — 
2 — ed conſidering how 
many Books are extant which 
4 vere written by Pious and 
earned Men on purpoſe to per- 
lade Young Perſons to the pra- 
I ice of true Piety and Holineſs ; 
¶ecauſe it is a matter of the 
Nreateſt Moment, and all that 
$/4:h been done hath been too little. | 
to ffect it. All good men cannot | 

2 but } 


rr 


. 
1 


YL FT a « * <4 by —— 9 =) SX 7 A 5 7 TE I | 
PPP A HE ge ie 04. age Be 


and ACE; oc rent Mart, Das 


— Pn Ie TY 
\ 4 * * 


2 


— 1 2 
Sr 


* 18 FAS —_ "+ + ad l a2 * N * T= 4 2 8 x N 8 
by 4 - * P 4 4 TEE < * TY pg - 

Y " 8 * ” 4 * 3 2 + ao. ” 7 : 4 3 
P 4 "0 25 = * 
—— — 5 0 2 1 ** PL 

9 IE "00 EY q 1 * 
n * * \ 4 9 x; you 3 
2 1 * * ** "MN o 
oy * 
— 
5 
q 
"2 - 

a 
” 

k | 
= 
y 


7 
. — m4 
2 S e 
» 
* 


I + Loſe that are Young with a di, 


£ 2 15 
48 
e 

Tax 


To the Reader.. 
but be cxtreamly troulled to ſee 
how Vice and VWickeaneſs grows ,* 
up with thoſe that are Toung, 
and how they encreaſe in it faſter 
han they do in ſtature ; as if. 
they thought it wwonld be their 
great happineſs to arrive at high #* 
aegrees of Trapiety, and to be ki 
oft controul. T his doth not only / 
make the hearts of good inen ſad, | 
Jrom the conſideration of that #is 
Temporal and Everlaſting De- Iſa 
ſtruction, which Young Men pr 
haften to themſelves, aud the uu- pe 
expreſſuble miſthicfs which enſue 
20 the preſent aze ; but likewiſe 
of thoſe evils which it preſages 
tothe next Generation. 4 
Ne live in unhappy days, in 
echich we may juſtly ſiiſpect, tha: 
le enemy of our Salvation hat], Pe. 
ſet Men of Years at variance a. 
bout Circimflances in Religion 
Lat he may poſſeſs the Minds o/ 
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I 
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like to the Practice of it, 


71 


3 To the Reader. 
For this Reaſon I have been 


ce i 
= 4 billing, notwithſtanding what 
ng, path been already done, to pubs 
er h ſome part of what I have 
5 if Wiſcourſed to thoſe who come 
er Farly in the Morning of the 
g Hay, and of their Years, to be 
be iy Auditors; in which through 
e Grace and Bleſſing of God, 
x have had ſome Succeſs ; which 
is and will always be a great 
ati gfaction to me. I have not 
PHroceeded init fo far as I ex- 
un- pected, but (being confined to a 
ſue hort and cheap Treatiſe) was 
2 forced to break off ſomewhat 
;Y abruptly at the Beginning of an 
Arauuiment ewehich J intended 


ce to inſiſt upon, viz. The 


27 
V danger of a Late Intended-Re- 
ath Apentance, | 
2 A'S 
1 01} $ 
s oj 
aiſh 5 
Farewel. 
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ing 
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24) 


254 is good for a Man that he bear 

"| the Yoke in his Youth, 

G1) HOSE that would 
eto know the reaſon of 

go! the Prophet's La- 


Ko mentations, may 
101 W<=Z"! read the two laſt 
-ari@aptersof the 24 book of Kings, 
116 d when theyhave confider'd the 
it. 
126 ſtubborn and rebellious People 
136 Frought upon themſelves, and 
140 pon the Land of their, Nativity, 
The 11 
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found a Text in it which is con- 


cured himſelf betimes from be- 


It is a Text very ſeaſonableſe 


it maymake their eyes to rundoꝛun 
With tears, as ꝓeremiab's did. 

But I am not concern'd in the . 
tragick part of the Book, having . 


ſolatory, and contains that advice, 
which is the fitteſt to prevent } 
all Lamentations: A recom-% N 
mendation of early Piety, for gu 
want of which it is, that all mi- 

ſeries both in this Life and that 


which is to come, do befall the 


. 
children of Men. 15¹ 
A young Man that fears God}. 


and is religious, hath wiſely ſe- IIa 
al: 


ing miſerable here or hereafter. for 


in this Age, in which there 1 
is nothing ſo much neglected. 
And it is a Text very ſeaſona-f 
ble in this Copgregation, where 

am under a ſpecial. engage 
ment to treat with young Fer 


tec 

ſons about the great concern 01 uſt, 

Lite and Immortality: I ſhould 1 

dot otherwiſe fulfil the defire off, th 
$ "I | my 


WW, 
i 
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F Early Piety. 3 
9% ny long · ſince deceaſed Benefa- 
tor. But beſides this there are 
other inducements to it. I have 
onfidered the advantage that I 
ave, in that I have none in com- 
petition with me, Ihavenoobje- 
tions to anſwer. I am affirming 
* hat which none denies in words 
or put only in practice. There are 
mi. Zone in Heaven, or Hell, or in this 
2 World but acknowledge, that iz 
ney; good for a man that he bear the 
504 ole in his youth: 1 am only con- 
ending on the behalfof the young 
| ſe⸗ lan's Reaſon and Conſcience, a- 
be. einſt the baſe Propenſity of bis 
lter. orrupt Nature. | have likewiſe 
able onſidered, that I am undertaking, 
= Taſk in which All wiſh me 
te "Food ſucceſs. There are Few in 
ona e world ſo hardned in wicked- 
dereſſeſs, as not to re joyce when they 
ee young Perſons, eſpecially it re- 
Perggted to them, piouſly and vertu- 
n "ully diſpoſed: And tis very pro- 
ouldſſable, that it is becauſe they find 
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terrour of mind, the want of it 
in themſelves: For howſoever yt 
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n 
8) 
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men that have begun in their 
youth to caſt off God and Religi- 
on, ſeem to out- brave the Law of 
God and their own Conſciences, 
and to go on undauntedly as ifb 
they had made a good Choice for 


N 


e 


themſelves; the contrary is moſt 
certainly true, and they have ſo | 
many checks from an upbraiding 
conſcience, that they confeſs at; F -, 
laſt they never had that pleaſure 75 
which they ſeemed to have, and. 
therefore would have all young n 


People whom they wiih well, to t 
be wiſer in their firſt Choice than t 
they have been. It might be ot & 
great force to perſuade young 1 
Perſons to be Religious at firſt, to F ty 
conſider, how quickly they will ve 
wiſh they had been ſo. Moſt cer G 
tain it is, that it is equally im po- D 


ſible for any man to give an ac- x 
we count of all the Happineſs that ny 
we Early Piety brings to thoſe who th 

E- ace it, and the intollerabicY ſer 
miſeries that befall others to! 
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words accordin 


7 * 7 
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There is a double ſenſe of the 


to the various 


interpretation of the word Yoke. 


Some by it underſtand Afflictions. 
concluding that the Prophet is 
comforting the young Captives 
in their Diſtreſſes, who were moſt 
apt to be impatient. And this is 
very agreeable to, that which 


goes immediately before. I is 


good that a man ſhould both hope 
and quietly wait for the ſalvation 
of the Lord. Now, becauſe of all 
Perſons thoſe that are young are 
moſt impatient and unquiet when 
they are under Affliction, he tells 
thoſe of that Age, that it is good 
tor them to bear the Yoke. 
The word YOKE in the Scrip- 
ture doth often ſigaifie ſome grie- 
vous Affliction or Trouble which 
God lays upon Men for their 


Diſobedience, a iu Deut. 28. 48 
T Kings 14. 4. LV. 9.4. and ma- 
ny other places. The Words in 
this ſenſe afford a very uſe ful Ob- 


ſervation, vis. that, 


B 2 


2. TE” Ws 
. Obſer- 3 
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Obſer. Afflictions are very uſe- 
ful and beneficial to thoſe that 


are young. David laid, Before I 


was ai ted T went aſtray. None 
are ſo apt to go aſtray as young 


' Perſons, and nothing more pre- 


vails to bring them into the way 
in which they ſhould walk, than 
affliction. It is therefore very hap- 
py for young Perſons that A fflicti- 


t on ſhould come before their yourh 


be gone: Where it is otherwiſe, 
where Health and Strength and 
Proſperity continue during that 
Age; whenever A ffliction comes 


it cauſeth the ſinner to make ſuch 


terrible re flections upon the acti- 


ons of his youth, as may make him 
ws wiſh, that it had come time e- 


WE nough to have prevented his evil 
WE courſes. As it was {aid of E, hra- 
im, Fer. 31. 18. thou haſt chaſti- 
Fg fed me, and I was chaſtiſed as a 
we lock nnaccuſtemed to the'yoke; | 
and in the following verſe, af- | 
EMS ter affliction brought him to 
WE rcpentance, he ſaith, I vas aſha- | 


med; 


% In ſuch caſes, how happy are 
they whom God chaſtiſeth in 
their youth, by which hat ſhame 
and confuſion is prevented, If it 
4 happens that young Perſons re- 
2 ject all good counſe] at firſt, and 
continue their healrh & ſtrength 
I without affliction for many years, 
' F they prove the worſe for it, ſpend- 
ing their days and years in con- 
tracting that pollution and defile- 
ment which makes them odious 
and abominable to God, Moab 
h © Path been at eaſefrom hisyouth,he 
1 bath been ſetled upon his lees, and 
bath not been emptied from veſſel 
to veffel, neither hath he gone into 


Se aha | 7 | 
vii AJ captivity, . herefore his taſt re- 
3. Haineth in him, his ſcent is not 


._ canged. I may more particularly 
. ſhew, that aMiQions are bene- 
ficial to young perſonsas they tend 
to the removal of thoſe evils 


to 
I makes them exceedingly prone 
7 and addicted to * 


B | I ; 
3 2 . 2 
EOS :% 
7 2 
Py ©, 4 


7 Early Piety. x i 
med: pea even confounded becauſel * 
did bear thereproachof myyouth. © 


at which the weakneſs of their age 3 


2 


£9 


| | ' Hh 

8 The Benefit of 4 
1ſt. Youth is a very raſh and in- 
confiderate age, in which paſſion 
and humour domineers. There 
is not uſually that conſideration 
and deliberation which is neceſ- 
ſary to ſteer the courſe of our. 
actions. When Rehoboam aſked i Þ 
counſel] of the young Men, they 4 
were for Jhips and Scorpions, 
which quickly made havock and 
brought all to confuſion. " iq 


1 

765 

8 -=20 
* 
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And as young people are furi- 
ous to others, ſo they are very | 1 
fooliſh for themſelves, inthat they 
conſider not the ſudden deſtru- 
ction which they bring upon 
themſelves. This the wiſe Man 
took ſpecial notice of, Prov, 7.7. 11 
beheld among the ſimple ones a 
young man void of underſtanding, A / 
that is, void of conſideration, for © 
we can ſcarcely imaginethat there 
are any young perſons but under- 
ſtand that lewd courſes bring Mi- 
ſery and Deſtruction with them. 
afffiction is an excellent means 
to bring young people to conſi- 
| deration, 


Early Piet. 9 


deration. The hearing of God's 


Word many years doth not uſu- 


ally bring them to ſuch an inward 
2 ſenſe of God, as one month's at- 
fliction in their Youth. When 
they are in health, if they hear 
their Duties they think 'tis time 
enough to practiſe them, but 
when a ſharp AMiCtion comes, 
they bethink themſelves that they 
have ſtaid too long already. Afﬀ- 
7 fiction ſhakes the two parts of 
\ # which man conſiſts, his Soul and 
Body, and makes him think of 
their parting, and of what is un- 
#Z avoidably neceſſary in order to it. 
' I Tis Death to ſome to mind th 
things of God and of Religion, till 
Death forces them to it, J/ hen he 
2 /ewrhem, then they ſought him, 
and they returned and enquired 

early after God, Pſal. 78. 34. 


2. Youth is a proud age. Pride 

is the Sin, and I may ſay, the c- 

panion of young perſons. They 

love to ſpend their Money and 

Time for that which dorh not 
5 B 4 Profit, 


10 - The Beneft fx 


lous to others at preſent, and af- 
terwards to themſelves. Pride 


ow up their Minds, but Affli- 


ion pricks the bladder and lets 
out the Wind; it lets them know 
that Mortal Bodies and Sinful 
Souls are not things to be Proud 
of. 'The great Care and Study 
of young People is how to creſs 
their Out fides. and this makes 
them delight in the antick taſhi- 
ons of the age: Affliction makes 
them think how neceſſary it is to 
adorn their minds, and that they 
ſhould bealigloriousaithin. They 
are apt to ſtrut in the World as 
Nebuchadncz2ardid in his ſtately 
palace, as if it were all their own; 
but if affliction comes it brings 
them, as it did him, to their rea- 
ſon and. underſtanding, and Jets 
them know that there is a great 
| God to be Adored with all Hu- 
| mility and Reverence, and that 
they are made to admire him in 
| whom there is all perfection, and 
not 


Profit, but makes them ridicu- 
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Early Hiety. II 
not themſelves'in whom there is 
nothing but the greateſt Imper- 
fection, Folly and Vanity. | 

3. Youth is in many a very 
extravagant Age, in-which they 
make haſte to throw away their 
Subſtance in Riotous living, by 


* which they do great hurt to 


themſelves, and no good to any 


others. Affliction brings the 
} young Prodigal to himſelf, and 
then to his Father; It makes him 
* know that the things of this world 
are of greater uſe both to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men than 

to be thrown away as if they 


were good for as little as he that 
makes no good uſe of them. 
4. Youth is in ſome a very co- 


vetous age. Where young perſons 
do not run into prodigality, by 
which they are derided and 
laught at; they run into the ex- 


tream of Covetouſneſs, and love 
of the World, by which they make 
haſte to be abhorred of God. 
They think they have a great 

B 5 while 
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while to live, -and therefore they 


do exceedingly pleaſe themſelves & 
with the enjoyment of Earthly * 
things. The young man in the 
Goſpel had ſuch a brave Eſtate, 
that he would not exchange it for 


the Kingdom of Heaven, when 
our Saviour proflered to make the 


bargain. Affliction is of excellent 
uſe to cure the young man's Co Þ# 
vetouſneſs, for it quickly lets him 
ſee that as the worldling orders it, 
riches do no good to the beſt and 
moſt durable part of man. Affli- 
ction puts him in mind of , 
day of God's wrath, in which 


Riches profit not. 


5. Youth is an unclean Age. f 


The Souls of young perſons, and 
too often their bod ieslikeu iſe, are 
defiled with luſts, and therefore 
| the ApoſHe calls them 3777 T1 


luſts; affliction is a great reme- 
dy againſt thoſe, not only 1 f 
F phyſical ſenſe as they weaken the 
| Body, but as they cleanſe the 
M ind from finfu! Thoughts, and | 
* f fixes | 


ak 
e. 


fixes it upon better things. Af- "3 
flictions puts them in mind of 


= 1 | God, for whom both Souls and 


Bodies muſt be kept Pure and 
Undefiled. It cauſeth them to 
make Job's Covenant with their 


1 , 
n +2 Eyes, that they may not let in 


pollution to their Souls by tem- 

© | pring Objects 
3 Before I proceed to that which 
I chiefly defign, I would make 
to or three Inferences from this 
d 3 Obſervation. 1 
Ius. ft. If Affliction be good 
for young People, let this belpcak 
h \Þ their patience and ſubmiſſion un- 
der the afflicting hand of God. 

Let them not think it a hard caſe 
chat they ſhould not have their 
„ FF health and liberty in the prime 
of their years, when others are | 


1 Agrong and vigorous. I would aſk 
. them what they would do with it? 
„If they would have it only that 


they may purſue youthful Luſts 
« and Pleaſures, they have no rea. 
bn to expect that God ſhould 


| | grant } 
" _—. * 2 | M 2 3 8 | m_ 


F 14 De Benefit of 
grant their Defires, for that were 
for God to find Strength, and the 

Devil to find Work; it is good 

for them that God ſhould 2:74 

F them iu fetters and hold them in 
EK cordsof AfHiftion, at firſt, that he 
may ſhew them their tranſg re ſſi- 
ons before they are ſo multiplied 
as to become incorrigi ble, which 
too oftens happens to them when 
they are let alone too long. Young 
Perſons ſhould conſider that they 
come into the World with ſuch 
ſtubborn corrupt Natures, that 
there had need to be an early 
reſtra int, and ſometimes nothing 
but the Yoke of Affliction wiel 
do it. Young People fliould con- 
| fider what is ſaid in 7b, chap. 17. 
ver. 12. Man 1s loru like a wild 
| {es Colt. The Scripture tells us 
| = 2. 24. that the wild Als is 
a Creature ſo hard to tame, that 
Men will not <veary r/emſelves to 
catch her. And where-ever the 
old Creature is wild, the young 
one is much more. If thgy- can 


Not 


Early Piety. i, 
not tame the old one, much leſs 
the young one when it is grown 
ſtrong. Afflictions come to youth 


to catch them in the Wilderneſs WM 


of this World (in which there 
are thouſands of Extravagants 
who are like wild Beaſts) and to 
take them up for the uſe and ſer- 
vice of him that made them, and 
whoſe the Earth is in which they 
are ſo wild. Young Perſons 
would willingly live in the world, 
Was if they came into it for no- 
Wthing but to / up rhe wind, to 
Wpcrfiit in an untam'd Extrava- 
ncy and Wantonneſs, they are 
o eagerly bent upon it, that their 
Relations and all their Friends 
may weary themſelves in their en- 
ieavours to reſtrain them; but if 
vod ſends a ſharp Affliction, that 
pay bring them to ſome good 
nd uſefulneſs in the World. The 
ature of Man is ſuch, that thoſe 
hat are old have need of Cor- 
ection from God, and therefore 
much more thoſe that are young. 


5 
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2. If it be good for young Peo- 


| 266 to bear the Yoke of Affliction, 


et them look back and confider 
whether they have not born this 
Yoke, and what good they re- 


ccived by it,that if they have they | 
may be thankful to God for their & 
Afflictions, by which he brought 
them from going aſtrayto learnhisY 
Mora, and live in obedience to his 
Comizands, But if they have born 
the Yoke, and it hath done them 
no good, let them conſider their 
evil condition. Afflictions to the 
Soul are like Phyſick to the Body, 
they are ſent by the great Phyſi- 
cian to purge away Sin. Eſa. 27.9. 
If the Phy ſic k doth not work, it, 
endangers the Life of the Body, 
and if Afflictions do not purge, 
they 22 the Life of the 4 

an comes out of that. 
Furnace as he went into it; but 
is either melted or hardned by it. 
If hardned his condition is excee- MW 
ding bad, inſomuch that it may be 
in vain for me to ſpeak to ſuch } 
| from 


Soul. No 


Early Piet). 17 
O- from the Pulpit, becauſe I 
n, ¶ queſtion whether there are any 
er ſuch to hear me. They are com- 
15 BW monly Men of the moſt diſſolute 
Lives, and find it neceſſary to a- 
ey void all occaſions which may put 
eir them in mind of what they have 
nt done. When once a young Perſon 
13 hath broken looſe from the cords 
Hof Affliction and returns to fin a- 


"rn gain, he purſues his Luſts and 
em Wplcaſures the more eagerly, that 
eir 


e may have no leiſure to think 
Fof his new encreaſed guilt, that 


is conſcience may not find time 
ſi- Jo check him by his ſick- bed 


9% Prayers and Vows to God. But 
te more particularly, I earneſtly de- 
dy, Fre all ſuch perſons who have 
ge, Porn the Yoke of Affliction in 
the heir Youth, and it hath not pro- 
hat ed good for them, to conſider, 

but . The frailty of their natures, | 
i. ind how quickly Afflictions may 
cc" turn, and death take them away. 


Is mention this, becauſe ſome live 
uch Wnful lives after they have eſca- 


ped 


* Benefit of 


ped Affliction, in hope of long 
Life. They do not live as if our 
Saviour had ſaid, Behold thou art 
made whole, ſiu ad more, but as if 
he had ſaid, behold thou art made 
whole, thou ſhalt be ſick no more, 
and therefore fiv on. One would ,M 
think that they of all Perfons þ 
ſhould have leaſt reaſon to truſt io 
t he continuauce of their lives, who 
were in danger of death in the ve- 
ry {trength of their Years: That 
they ſhould be always in a readi- 
| neſs to die, who apprehended } 
death ſo near them at that age, 
when molt think themſelves = n 
theſt from it. 24 
2. Suppoſc your life continues 
many Years. If you were ſo afraid 
to die becauſe of the fins of a few YO 


3X 
© 


Years before you were afflicted, |# 
what dreadful Horror and Confu- Pre 
fion will the fins of a great many to 
Years bring you into, which you ut. 
were guilty of after your Afflicti- old 


on? To which I may add. 


3. Every 


1g 3. Every Sin after affliction is 
ur Wf a more heinous nature. Before 
rt Jou were afflicted your were in 
it he greater hope that God would 
lo have Mercy upon you, becauſe 
e, ou were young & apt to inadver- 
Id Mency, and did not conſider what 
you had done: But your fins after 
_&fiiction are moregdeliberate adls, 
they are fins upon ſecondthoughts: 
ns which are committed againſt 
Fhoſe checks of conſcience, which 
No particularly relate to the fick- 
Ped Vows and Promiſes. 

4. There is no folly or madneſs 
jo be compar'd to ir. He diſobli- 
ges that friend who deliver'd him 
From trouble, and from whom he 
Ixpects kindneſs and favour when 
'Frouble comes again. He was a- 
Faid of the enemy of his ſoul be- 
Pre, and yet he delivers himſe'f 
Into his hand again, and cannot 
ut know that he will take faſter 
Sold of him. He is encreaſing the 
Error of his mind, which before 
Ie could not endure in a leſs de- 
gree. 
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gree. He prevents all means of fu- 
ture comfort, He hath no rea- 
fon to expect Comfort from the 1 
Spirit of God whoſe motions he 
hath quenched, or may ſay, af. 
fronted. And he may well expe 7 
(which J am afraid is the caſe o'Y 
roo many) to be quieted by a de 
luſion of the de vil, that all is wel? I 
with him, inſtead of having a we! 
grounded comfort from the holy 1 | 
Spiritof God. [know notwhat co 
fort he can have from Miniſteril 1 
who can only declare peace to th 
Penitent, and how to judge hin 
to be ſo, who i in his laſt Afflictior 
had nothing but a mock-Repen 
tance, is one of the hardeſt thing 
in the World. Or if there ſhoul# f 
appear any hopes of ſincere Re 
ntance, it may be as hard fo 
the Sinner to believe himſelf 
Penitent. He will reckon himſe 
amongſt the back · ſliders, inwhor 
the Sul of God can have no pleil 
ſure, and deſpair of being a Gl 
rious Saint in Heaven, who cat 
1 com 


* 
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Early Piety. & 
of fu-| ompare himſelf to nothing but a 
rea- ag that returnedto his vomet, and 
a the ſwinerohis vallowwinginthe mire. 
ns he 5. He is guilty of a moſt im- 
y, at-Wious contempt of God. He deals 
F'ith God as if he were a Being 
either to be feared or to be loved. 
he thought him a Being to be 
Fared, he would not dally with 
Sim, as if he might beentertain'd 
Ind turn'd out of doors at the 
Sinners pleaſure; Adored one 
Way and abuſed another. This is 
Wc caſe of the Sinner, and is not 
be thought of without horror. 
If he thought God a Being to be 
geloved and delighted in, he 
Pould not ſeek to him in his di- 
Preſs, and forſake him when he 
out of it; for that ſuppoſerh 
hatGod is not to be delighted in, 
ut only to be ſought to when 


imſcY e know not how to avoid it. 
whore is likewiſe guilty of the great- | 
) p01 Ingratitude. He received the 
2 Glo@reateſt kindneſs from God, he 


vas delivered from the Fears of 
Death 


grieves him ever after. He is 


| ſickneſs is better than health, and 


— — — 


- 


r 


Death and Hell, and he requites 
it as if God had done him the | 


greateſt injury, for he offends and ? 


zuilty of . ſor he vowed to 
God that if he recovered, he 
would live in Obedience to him, . 
and he lives as if he had made a 50 
Covenant with Death, and an 
Agreement with Hell. 1 
Inf. z. It it be good for a young 
perſon to bear the Yoke of Affli- 
Ction, this may be of good uſe to 
call him off from the love of the 
World, either the Profits or the 
Pleaſures of it, and to fix bis mind 
upon the rhings of God and of Re} 
ligion. Youth is an Ape in which 
the World ſeems molt deſirable, 
becauſe it is an age of Activity, in 
which men can with eaſe and 
pleaſure mind the concerns of it, 
and becauſe it is an age in which| 
they promiſe themſelves long en- 
| joyments. Now if in this Age 


| poverty better than riechen andes 
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Es do Perſons more good than 
Hains; methinks they ſhould bid 
> is lieu to all eager purſuit of it, and 
Ind expectations from it, and re- 
lve that they will ſet their 
Winds upon ſomewhat elſe which 
y be good for them, which is 
rc bitter, and irkſome, and dange- 
Wus;but pleaſant, delightful and 
e; and that is Religion. This 
” Wings me to a ſecond Acceptation 
the word Yoke,and that whichl[ 
end chiefly to inſiſt upon: It 
h often in Scripture ſignifie 


r dience to the Command of 
Re. An this ſenſe Moſes his Reli- 
hich In was called a Toke, and the 
3 ſpel is called ſo by our Bleſſed 
3 - iour: and in this ſenſe many 
W Wpoſitors take the words. The 


phet was in hopes that the 


e iction of this people would 
4 en- © general influence upon 
y e minds, and that it would 

9 d onay tend to the Reforming. 
"Uo: ofE who were come to years. 
(us owledge and underttanding, 


but 


E 24 The Benefit of 
but that young Perſons would 
likewiſe be brought to the pra- 
Ctice of religion by it. From the? 
words in this ſenſe you may take; 
theſe three uſeful obſervations. J 
1. Religion is a YOKF. 
2. Every Chriſtian muſt bea 
this YOKE at ſome time vi 
other. "wu 
3. Youth is a very fit and pri 
per time for it. It is good for a m. 
Hat he bear the Yoke in his You! lh 
I have determined to apply 
{elf wholly to young perſons, a 
{hall therefore infiſt only upon ii. 
laſt of theſe. In the — 

of it I intend only to ſhew, Wt! 
what reſpects it is good for then, 
bear the Toke,to have their ii 
ſubject to the Law of God, ah 
not to he Law of Sin and Vani t. 
To be in a readineſs to obey . 
the commands of God, as you. 
Samuel was when he roſe i, 

his Bed and ſaid, Speak, IL. 

for thy ſervant hearerh. | 
then to make ſome Inference 
: ns 


r 
1 
U * 1 
1 
"i 


r . — 


FTE N * T3 EL 
N a * 
* ee 


ould WF. In what reſpects it is good for 


take t be aſkedwhat advantage hath 
ons. young man by being religious, it 
it be anſwered in the Apoſtles 
ben pguage, Much every way. There 
nc ho man can think of any diſad+ 

'% ntage that it is to him, or that 
d PW hurt can come to him by it, 
7 1111 omuch that if there were not a 
Tou Hat averſeneſs in the nature of 
ly wien to the practice of Religion, 
is, might be altogether unne cc ſſa- 
onto diſcourſe on this ſubject : 
cut!" ſince there is that averſeneſs, l 
, l give ſome account of the Be- 
then of early piety, both in refe- 
r 7711 Wce to the F #46. of this world, 


1, MF of that which is to come. 
Vanigr. In reference to the things of 
bey I world. The Apoſtle faith, 
s youßineſß isprofitable toall things, 
ſe fung rhe promiſe of the lifethat 
, LW 15,0ndof that which is rocome;, 
ifchat be granted, we are ſure. 


t the ſooner Godlineſs bes: 
, 20 the 


1 
ä 
STE. | 


Pra- Iman that he bear the Yoke in © ⁶ 
the youth ; this is a hard taſk, for 


-” JO The Benefi: of 
the greater the profit is; I think | 
it neceſſary to ſpeak of this, be- 
cauſe the great Objection againit 
early "gr e it hinders young 
perſons from enjoying the good 
things of this world, and is there- 
fore very unkind to them, becauſe £* 
they are but newly come into it, * 
and have the greateſt hopesof con- 
tinuing — in it. But this is a . 
falſe and lying Suggeſtion, for no- 
perſons enjoy A much good in the 


world as they that en joy Godin it. 


they that fear God in the firit $ 
place, and obſerve the rules of re. . 
ligion in the management of the . 
things of this worldtrom thebegi- * 
ning of their poſſeſſing hene, have | 
certainlythe greateſtgoodby them 
All that own a God and a Pro- 
dence muſt acknowledge this; for 
it were a very ſtrange and abſurd 
thing for any perſon to ſay, that, 
God is thegzver of all gooarhingih p g 
and in that he's very good to hi 
creatures, but he doth not giv 
good rules and orders about " 
| u 


e 7 
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WM things to be done which takes a- 
Ok way the pleaſant enjoyment of 
c. what he gives. This is as if it 
pſt & were better for a man to do what 
"3 he pleaſes with the things of this 
ol BE World, and that it would con- 
reduce more to his Pleaſure and Sa- 
uſe tisfaction, than to obſerve the 
It, Order and Command of God 


on; foncerning them. But more par- 


_ icularly, | ace forth 
rx 1. Early Prety is r the 
the 1 8 of life and health. 
nl Ft preſerves the body, as well as it 
fir ves the ſoul. Solomon in the be- 
fre. Finning of his Proverbs com- 
the ends the practice of religion to 
deg) Pung people from the great ad- 
habe ſantages that it brings to them in 
Mis life, amongſt which this is 
e, chap. 3. 12. My ſon forget not 
y law, but let thine heart keep 
y Commandments, for length of 
tn ys amd long life and peace ſhall 
hing ey add to thee. It is not only |} 
to hiſrace to the mind, but health to 
t guge body that is the conſequent of 
5 C Zariy 
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w—=Zarly Piety. There are innume- 
rable inſtances in the world of 
young people's deſtroying them- 
ſelves in the prime of their age 


young deceaſcd relations as Mar- 
ha ſaid to our Saviour concerning 
Lazarus, Tfthou hadſt been here t 
my brother had not died. If Early 
Piety had been here, if the young ſ 
rſon who was my dear and near 
relation had feared God, and li- 
ved a pious and vertuous life, he o 
might have been alive and en. 
joy d his health and the good If 
things of this life, but now he i, 
gone, having deſtroyed himſelf 3 
by vicious courſes. If he had 
feared the Lord and depart 
from evil, it would have been: 
health to his navel and marrow'$ 
to his bones, bur inſtead of that 
he departed from God and fear 
ed no Evil, and now his body i 
laid in the duſt. war 3 
| Whes 
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When young perſons will not 
of be perſuaded to that which may 


a 


1- £# fave their ſouls, they preſently 
# make haſte to deſtroy their bo- 
dies. When they ee inſlrufti- 
iy on, and all the arguments that can 
ir be uſed to perſuade them to piety, 
7- and their necks are become as an 
ng iron /imew, the next thing is to 
re try whether their feſþ be as braſs. 
i hen they have reſiſted the rea- 
ing ſon of their own minds, in choo- 
car Wing vice rather than vertue, they 
li- zmuſt then offer violence to the 
he onſtitutions of their own bodies, 
en . and by ſo doing they quickly bring 
ood Weſtrudtion upon themſelves. 
eis Sometimes young people refu- 
ſeit ing to ſerve God, they make their 
had WellyrherrGod,andthat'szGod that 
tel Woth not preſerve lite, but fakes. 
zccnfWalte to take it away. And when 
crow MWeickrneſs comes by a ſurferr from the 
that Wbundance of dainty things, they 
fear re extreamlyoffengdedat the good- 
dy e of God in making nature con- 
ent with a little, and thoſe meats 


hei G3 which 


- 
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230 The Benefit J 
= which are cheapeſt, to be moſt | 
& healthful to the body. He did not 

regard the man, the ſoul I mean, 
and nothing could pleaſe him but 

overloading the beaſt till it dy d. 
It may be that — is . 

the executioner which he makes y 2 

choice of, and that commonly gives 

a quick di ſpatch. When the natural SZ, 

heat of his conſtitution is enraged | x 

2 
0 


5 


by ſtrong liquors, a fever makes 
as much haſte to drink up bis ſpi- 
rits, as he did to pour in the wine te 
and ſtrong drink. Or it may be te 
a Aropſy ſwells him till he is in ® 
intolerable pain and miſery. His e. 
liver is reveng'd of his zhroar, and f 
turns all that might nouriſh him ea 
into ſuch a quantity of ill humours th 
that he becomes a burden to him- n. 
ſelf, being overloaded with hisown ar 
excrements.His delight was to em · No 
pty veſſels, and now he hath occa· 0 
ſion for the ap to broach his belly, 1 ity 


. 


and let out the dregs which his 
naſty vice hath left there: but howpr, 
ſeldom is it that this or any otheſ Mat 
remedy becomes effectual! 14 


Early Piety. 31 
It may be that his ſtrength of 
conſtitution is not ſo quickly o- 
vercome, but by the continued aſ- 
= faults of his intemperance it lan- 
guiſheth by degrees. A conſiump- 
tion proves to be his death, and 
becauſe it is a lingering diſtemper 
z he hopes for his recovery, and 
= thereforeregleFFsthe uſe of means. 
He hath ſome reviving intervals, 
Hand by them he hath ſuch hopes 
gol life, that he continues his in- 
Yremperance, and in this is cruel 
% Fro himſelt: For when his affronted 
in nature is combating with the diſ- 
ęeaſe and gets but a little advantage 
nd of it, he takes part with the diſ- 
Falſe and ſtrengthens its aſſaults, ſo 
hat he becomes paſt recovery 
und when he And, Nimſelf in ap- 
parent danger of death, as the 
wounded Hart runs from thicket 
go buſh, ſo the young perſon from 
ity to country, to try whether he 
Fan find any Relief: But alas! it 
Prroves in vain'; his intemperance - 
ath ſtuck a dart in his vitals } 


* 


"44 The Benefit of , 
& which cannot be taken out. 'Theſe 
are ſome of the diſtem pers which 
bring young perſons to their 
death-beds, where with ſorrowful 


hearts they are often thinking, 
how good it had been for them if 
they had born the Yoke in their ! 
youth a 
Whoredom is another deſtru- © 
Qive vice, which brings young 
erſons to their graves. Thoſe 
that will not bear the Yoke and 
be reſtrain'd by the duties of re- 
ligion, to gratifie their Tut, 
luſts, they preſently run into the 
filthy embraces of poyſonous wo- 
men. And then what Solomon 
faith of the ſimple man appears: 
to be too true, Tov. 5. 9. They 
give their yerrs unto the crucl, S 
that is, to lewd women. And it Z 
follows ver. 11. That they uouru a, 
becauſe their Veſh and their vo- Þ r/ 
dies are conſumed. Nothing will W 
ſatisfie ſome young perſons but 
to degenerate into beaſts, by lay- 
ing aſide all rules of modeſty :} 
1 7 $4, ; But l 
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| Early Piety. 77 a 
But God hath put a hook in the 


pa Jaws of uncleanneſs, by a difeaſe 


which is only incident to man- 


7 kind, by which he may under- 
tand that his Maker requires 


him to bear a Yoke, and will not 
have him to violate the laws of 


=4 chaſtity. Some are of „ 


that the filthy diſeaſe which now 
'$ reigns amongſt unclean perſons, 
vas not known in former days; 


which can only argue, that men 
are more extravagantly and unſa- 
tiably vicious now, than wicked 


men were in former times. But 
q whether there was that diſeaſe or 


no, I am ſure there were ways by 
which young perſons brought ſud 


den deſtruction upon themſelves. 
Solomon ſaith, Prov. z. 18, 19. 


Her houſe incliuetb unto drath, 
and her paths untot hi dead; none 


lat go unto her return again, 


neither take they hold of the paths 
of life, and chap. 1: ver. 26. She 
hath caſt down: many wounded, 
yea many ſtrong men have hien 

C 4 flain } 
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ain by her. There are almoſt #8 
innumerable expreſſions in the 
bock of Preverbs to the ſame pur . 
poſe. Sulomon ſaith the young 
man znourus at the laſt, and well 

he may, to conſider what he hath #' 
dene to his foul and body, when! 
he perceives that they muſt part, 
how his precious ſoul is ruined for 
which Chriſt died, and that his 
body, which ſhould have beena 
member of Chriſt, is dying be- 
cauſe it was the member of a Har- 
lot and they were one body. 
TIhere are other ways by which 
young men haſten their Death: 3 
for want of Early Piety. Their Þ 
extravagancies force them to . 
leave their native country, and 
by the change of meats and cli. 
mates, their names are brought 
back to their Relations in the 
Dead Book, of which there are 
innumerable Inſtances. 1 
There are ſome whoſe live 
are loſt by their pot-valour. Fron 
\drunkenneſs comes auels, and ol 
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J Early P iet y. 
ſudden they muſt riſe up like 
Alner and Foab's young men, 
e Samt. 2. 14. to play, as they did 
BE whocaveht every one his fellow by 
/e head and thruſt his Sword in 
is, jellow's ſide, ſo they fell down 
nenn oel Her. They only ſtay a little 
if what I have heard be true) to 
pray to God to forgive them in 
his the place where they are deſtroy- 
ing each other. Before they came 
out to fight 'tis probable, they 
were abuting the name of God 


by oaths and curſes, and before 


10ſt 


— 8 
2 
—— 


. 1 Mhey kill each other they mock” 
nich = . . h h - , 
ach; him with their prayers. | 
. Thus the Devil, to whoſe 


_ his ſoul, makes ſure of it, and 
ch. nds many ways for the ſpeedy» 
removal of it from the Body to 


ught 3 - | 
che is place of torments. 


4 the paths which young people 
ind that /ead to Death, when 


_ hey will not enter at firſt 770 the 
dal bath of life. I hope I have ſaid 
F 5 enough 


35 


power the young man commits 


I cannot give an account of all 


N 
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36 The Benefit of | I 
enough to ſhew the benefit of 
Early Picty in this reſpect, that 
it doth not ſuffer young men to 
be their own deſtroyers. 2 

It is a diſmal thing to conſider 
the folly and madneſs of young 
men. There are none that are ſoy} 
much afraid to die, and they 
have great reaſon to be ſo, and 
yet there are none that make 10 
much haſte to throw away their 
lives. | x 
When by reaſon of ſtrong con- 
ſtitutions, or leſſer acts of intem- 3 

perance, the young man is not ta- 
ken away in the prime of bis 

_ yet it often happens that 

e labours all his days under the 
burden of thoſe diſtempers which 
are the effects of his vice, and 
carries the fad remembrance of 
the want of Early Piety to his 
grave. His bones are full of tbe 
fins of his youth, which muſt lie © 
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aown with him in the duſt. Job 


There 
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There is another way by which 
Early Piety contributeth to the 
health of the body, and that is, 
by keeping the mind quiet and 
"2 cheerful. Every one knows, that 
the paſſions of the mind have a 
fo great influence _ the body. If 
ey a man hath lived a diſſolute life, 
hae is grievouſly diſquieted when 
ſo he looks back upon his former 
cir 2} folly, eſpecially when he hath 
2Z impaired his body or eſtate. He 
knows not how to endure himſelf 
when he thinks what a condition 
# he might have been in; but is 
s in continual anguiſh of mind, as 
I ſhall have occaſion to ſhew at- 
terwards. And if his mind be 
not hardened in wickedneſs, he 
can have nothing but diſquiet- 
ment, to think what his conditi- 
on is in reference to another 
%, World. Fear hath torment, and 
lic when the mind is unſettled and 
rob diſquieted, and a man is forced 
upon all occaſions to think that 
be is in a wrong way, and hath 
always 


38 The Benefit of 
always been ſo; it may keep his 
eyes waking, and hinder the 
nouriſhment of his body. It is 
the good man whoſe mind is at 
quiet, that thrives and is health- | 
fal, becauſe he cats his ment 
with a merry heart, aud drinks N 
his wine with cheerfulneſs. 1 % 
merry heart doth good like a 12c- Ro 
dicine; but a broken ſpirit dri- A b 
eth up the bones, Pro. 17. 22. Wil 
Where by a broken ſpirit we are p. 
not to underſtand a penitent fin- 2Þ(: 
ner but the impenitent, whoſe ne 
mind is tormented, becauſe of 8. 
his miſerable condition. A 

Early piety ſecures the health li 
of the body, as a conſequent of ei 
the health of the ſoul. The pre- M1 
ſervation of health enſues, where M vc 
there is care to prevent the Eviis if 9a 
which hurt the ſoul. a 

2. Early piety is the beſt ſe- Hur 
curity againſt poverty. Poverty po 


is an evil which men are fo 01 
much afraid of that many de- mi 
me 


ſtroy their healths for fear of it, 
| . tolling 


yu 
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I toiling beyond what their ſtrength 
and ſpirits can bear, as if they 
FS were reſolved to make haſte to 
BT their graves, to ſecure themſelves 
trom the fear of poverty. 'They 
kill themſelves for tear the 

S ſhould not live. Others take in- 
direct and wicked courſes for fear 


of it. They rob, and ſteal, and 
become Beaſts of prey, by which 
they ruine their Souls for fear of 
poverty. They {cl themſelves 


(as {hob did) to work wicked- 


neſs, or I may ſay, they ſell their 
Souls for meat tor their Bodies: 
Ard they throw away their lives 
likewiſe, by the neceflary exe- 
cution of the Laws upon them. 
The fear of poverty is ſo grie- 
vous, that they adventure the 
gallows, and will rather be under 
a juſt fear of that, than under an 


unneceſſary fear of want and 


poverty. I think it very proper 
tor me to mention this (which I 
might have done under the for- 
mer head) becauſe-the gallows, 

. 
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in theſe caſes, doth always com- 
* of the want of early piety. 


f they had accepted of God's 
Yoke, there had been no occaſi- 


on for the Executioner's Halter. 
He that ſlighted Miniſters is | 
turn'da preacher, and the gallows 

Pulpit, from which he 
3 to young men, and ex- 


is his 


* 

* 
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orts them to bear the Yoke in- 


their youth, from the example of | 
what he is ſuffering for want of it. | 


Since 'tis poverty that is a 
befal men, I may commend 


to keep men from it. 


Iſt. Early piety is the greateſt | 
engagement of God's providenti- 
al care, and gives a man the beit 


Fg 
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* 
„ A 
* 


great cauſe of thoſe Evils which 4 


early piety as the beſt ſecurity | 
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claim to the Promiſes of God, 
which relate to the good things 4 
of this Life. That he W111 not ſij- | 
Jer the Soul of the Rightcous to 


jamiſh,that there ſhall be no cant | 


Jo them that fear the Lord; and 
uch like promiſes which we find 
| very 


m- F very frequently in the Book of 
ty. God, and frequently made good 
d's W to men in the world, and ac- 
li. knowledged by them. If there be 
er. general promiſes to them that 

is are good, ſurely they that begin 
ws W ſooneſt have the beſt right to 
he them. He that giverh foodro young 
x vadvens that cry to him becauſe of 
in their wants, ſurely will give food 
of 1 to young men that pray to him, 
it. and that delight in his ſervice. 

a | Betides, let us confider, what 
cl | thoſe young men are that bear 
nd 1 the yoke, and from whence they 
ty are deſcended. Are they the 

children of religious parents? 
oft I bere is a particular bleſſing for 
tl- them. The ſeed of the righteous 
it thall be bleſſed. The wicked chil- 
d, dren of religious men, whoſe 
85 & {orrowful parents cannot prevail 
/- WM with them to bear the yoke, do 

[0 BF doubtleſs fare the better for their 
fakes, as to temporal favours : 

1 How much rather then may the 

n 
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bleſſings of this life be expected, 


. e of 


where the parents are religious 
and the children likewiſe. Are | 
they the children of wicked pa- 
rents, ſuch as did never bear thc . 
yoke themſelves, nor take any 
care that their children ſhould ! 7 
Thoſe certainly have no cauſe to 
doubt of the Bleſſings of God, 
becauſe they are volunteers in 
his ſervice. The Scripture tells 
us, that if the Son of a wicked # 
man ſceth all his father's fin 
which he Huth done, and conſide/- 
eth and doth not ſuch like---- his | 
righteouſneſs ſhall be upon him. 
Ezek. 18. The Prophet is only 
anſwering an Objection, that 
the Son ſhould bear rhe mmgquity | 
of the Father, and therefore only 
ſaith, the righteouſneſs of the 
righteous ſhall be unto him; 
by which it doth appear, 
that ſuch a Son hath a right to 
the promiſes of God : But if the 
Prophet had been ſhewing the 
love of God to Sons that conſi- 
der and do not the fins of their 
Fathers; we ſhould have had ve- 


2 5 aa 
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7 high expreſſions of it. Tis 
¶P rue that the promiſes which God 
made to good men in old time, 
Prhen Sinners were brought to 
- Obedience by temporal rewards 
nnd Puniſhments, are not to be 
LB ookt upon as abſolute Engage- 
ments, by which God hath bound 
Ihimſelf to make every good man 
rich in the world, but conditio- 
nal, with reſpect to the Qualifi- 
cation of the perſon, or the cir- 


' cumſtances of times in which 
men live. Every good man is 
% dot fit to be rich: His temper is 
aly I fuch, that he would be apt to run 
nat into evil. And therefore ſamegood 
nen have been as thankful to God 


for a low eſtate, as others have 
le been fr riches and honours. And 
' 3 ſometimes tis pkceflary that God 
e ſhou}d- ſend national Calamities 
0 BY whichare general, by which good 
men may be brought low, as well 
as thoſe that are bad, and it tends 


ſi- : 

; greatly both to- their goods, and 
che good of othersthar it ſhould 
” <., T . 


be ſo. 


44 The Benefit of 
11 The young man that bears tie} 
ö Yoke, may be ſure from the pn 
| miſes'of God, that he ſhall i 
$1 Rich and great in the World, i 
ö it be good for him and othen f Fl 
that he ſhould be ſo. The pros 
mies of temporal Bleſſings ar 
to be look'd upon as rules of 
| -+providence, by which all menll 
may conclude, that to be reli-! 
gious is the {| ureſt way to become 
rich and „ ee in the? 
5 1 251. ; 
2a A 5 man whoſ 
binge the Ye, hath'the beſt ti. 
tle to God's promiſes, ſo he hath] 
likewiſe a good Security from thei 
proper and natural event a 
hinge; Nn. Wit 

7. Becauſe bevly piety dbtb noi 
| admitebf the indulgenee of thoſe 
- vices which are: expenſive, and 
tend to mens impoveriſhing. The] 
Fa. e of youth are 
: _— the cauſe of mens} 
cont poverty ever after. 
Someti mes "I confound their 


(] 


«i ! eſtates 


: 
\ — f | : — 


ars tie We ſtates by thoſe exceſſes, which I 


1c pre have before mentioned. Thoſe 
all bi that are gluttonous when they 
rid, i are young ſpend fo much in coſt- 
then ly diſhes, that if they live to be 
e prof old they have nothing to eat. 
38 ae Who can tell the expence of 
es o drunkenneſs? Or, who can tell 
men the number of thoſe who drank 
reſi- Wine, till themſelves and fami- 
come I lies were glad to drink Water? 


the how many young gentlemen and 
others are there in the World, 
Who who by this Vice have ' ruin'd 
ſt ti. themſelves, till they have be- 
hath come the ſcorn and deriſion (not 


only of ſober and conſiderate 
men, but) of a meaner ſort of 
perſons, tapſters and drawers, 
who give them great reſpect 


1 the 1 
t of 


not 


roſe WF whilſt they are in their preſence, 
and and then go down to laugh at 


The them, eſpecially when they have 
arc paid the reckoning? How ma- 
ens ny thouſands of young men have 
ter, there been and are in the World, 
cir ¶ who might have been brave mien 
ates | 


it 
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if they had been religiouſly and 
vertuouſly diſpoſed, who ſpend WM} - 
their eſtates to pleaſe tools, and 
quickly call themſelves fools for . 
doing it? They drink away their 'F 
riches and liberties ; happy is #- 
the man at firſt that can do their F" 
work, and in a ſhort time hap-. P 
Py is the man that can get hi 
Money. The tradefſman goes n 
with his friend before him to beg r 
his Cuſtom, and, becauſe of WF? 
drunkenneſs he is forced in 217 
ſhort time to come with a bailiff F" 
behind him that he may get his gf 
debt: If theſe debauchees marry, 
what a miſerable Wife and Chil- 
dren are there to be ſeen ? The i 
eſtate is gone by which the Fa- 
mily was plentifully provided . 
for, and it may be the man is 
gone too, and now the ſorrowful b 
Wife and Children have only ſuch 
tare as David ſometimes had, 
tears are theirmeat day aud night. | 
What Salomon ſaith is very true, | 
Prov. a 3. v. 2 I. The drantardeu 
| ECP 20 
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y and e glutton ſhall come to poverty. 
ſpend Another expenſive vice which 
„and Frings men to poverty is whore- 
Is for om. Job faith, Chap. 3 . v. 12. 
their is a fin which roors out a man's 
py is F:creaſe. Solomon faith, that a 
their w'd woman is more bitter than 
hap. Peath, becauſe of her nets and 
t his rares, her cunning ways to catch 
nd entangle young men, who 


oes 
; Ire not void of riches, but only 
; of Fo:dof mwnderſtanding;thisis more 
in a Firrer than Death. Death may be 
ili weetened, and the thoughts of 
his Wt made pleaſant, but he that hath 
rry, Mievoured his living with Harlots, 
hil- he can never think of it without 
he great bitterneſs indeed. : 


Fa- There is an Ancient proverb, 
led Bas the palmer worm to the buds 
1 is of rhe pomegranartes, ſo is a har- 
ful Vot to a man. The Palmer Worm 
ch comes in the Spring, when the. 
id, Pomegranate is in the Bud, and 
yt. Idevours it, ſo that there is no 
hopes of Fruit from the Tree; in 
like manner the Harlot devours 

„ Men 


Eel e, f 


ue Beni of 


Men in their Budding years, and 
deſtroys the hopes of their com- i 
ing: to good. Theſe three vices il 
bring a {amine to the young man, il 
as the Worms brought a famine 
to ada, which the Prophet Feel 1 
ſpeaks of, Chap. 1. ver. 4. 7 hat 
which ihe Palmer-Worm hah 
left, hath the Lociſt eaten, aud 
that which the Lecuſt hath left, | 
hath the Cauker- Norm eaten, au 
hat aohich the Canter orm bath 
left, hath the Catterpillar eaten. 
That which gluttony hath left,. 
drunkenneſs devours, for after his 
diſhes of delicious meats, there 
muſt come bottles of briſk wines, 
and what drunkenneſs hath left, 
whoredom devours: when they 
have eaten and drunk ro the full, 
Luft is enraged, and they then | 
commit adulter, and afſemblein®% 
Harlots Houſes. . 
There are likewiſe very ex- h 
penſive vanities, as well as de- 
baucheries, by which young men 
are brought to poverty; I will Pa. 
only 
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and ly mention two, pride and gd- 
com: Mug. I need not tell you that 
vices ide is prodigibuſſy expenſive, 
man, d I cannot tell you how many 
mine ays it is ſo, both without doors 
el pd within. I can better tell why 
lat Pod ſuffers it, which ſome may 
path onder at, fince it is an Evil 
ans Which God abominates:' There 
left, WF a great providence in it, in 
0711 at many bellies are fed by that 


Lat, Phich vain perſons hang upon 
en. Peir backs. | have heard that it 
left, Fas debated by ©. Elisabeths 
r his Puncil, whether fumptuary laws 
here ould either be made or put in 
nes, Necution, by which every one 
left, ould be forced to go in a habit 
hey Mpitable to his rank, and it was at 
full, Pngth carried in the Negative, 


Necauſe they determined, that it 
P's beſt for the Hygliſß Nation 
Hat fools. ſhould go as fine as 


ex- Mey pleaſe. And as there are 
de- any that are maintained by it, 
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know how to make a better ul: 
of them. This may be given af 
an account why God permits ih Ne 
but I know of no account which 
any can give why they practiſe it; 
and yet to what exceſs doth it 
ſwell ? If we could aſk vain per. 
ſons how much they could be 
content to lay out upon their 
backs, or for gaudy furniture 
in their houſes, they either could! 
not give an anſwer, or would be 
aſhamed to do jr. I am ſure ther: 
is 5 more ordinary, than} 
for proud perſons to ruine them. 
ſelves by it, as if they dreſt them. 
ſelves fine againſt they ſhould "Þ 
run away, and furniſht their} 
houſes very ſumptuouſly againit 
the time of their going to a Jay. 
Thoſe that converſe with priſo- 
ners, and treat with their credi- 
tors, may think the hoſpital of 
Bethlehem fitter than a priſon fot 
very many that come thither. I} 
am ſure likewiſe, that there are 
a great many of ſuch haughty 
| Spirits 


mand 
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pirits in perſons of an inferior 
knk, that it may very properly 
c ſaid, they ruine themſelves to 
> ridiculous ; And it colts them 
ll, and ſometimes more than 
ey are worth, to be ſcorn'd 
nd hated of all that know them. 
This expenſive Vanity is as 
uch or rather more to be char- 
ed upon young Women, than 
pon young Men. The Scripture 


r uſe 
en a5 
its 10% 
phichſ 
le it; 
th it, 
per- 
theit 
iture# 
-ould* 


3 


N be caks particularly of the pride of 
| wh onen, becauſe it is a folly which 
mn Wc weakneſs of their Sex doth 
— xpoſe them to. Their minde 
em- re 

Ie ſo ſet upon it, that the 
ould P f 4 


end the greateſt part of their 
me in making ornaments for 
cir bodies. The oenament of a 
cok and quict Spirit, hich is to 
4 of great price, they do not 
alue, but ſuch rinckling 0rna- 


their | 
ainlt 
Jayl 
riſo- 
redi- 


J 2 eas the 2 ſpeaks of, 
n /. z. 18. which colt their fa- 


. It 
are, 
ohty 


Jir1ts 


1crs a great price. I wiſh all 
ung perſons of the female ſex 


ould often read that chapter, 
-D that 
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that they may ſee how Hayeh'y Ml 
the daughtersof Zion were: how | 
they gave their minds to nothing 
but dreſſing of themſelves, that 
they might go abroad withſtretcb- 
edtout necks, &c. till the angry 
God undreſt them, by taking a- 
way their ornaments, heir caules, 
aud their round tires like tie 
moon,the chains and the bracelets, 
Kc. It is worth their obſerving, y 
how God takes an account of all 
their gayeties of pride (which 
doubtleſs they, as ours do, called 
nothing but Decency) the parti- Z 
culars being here ſet down in holy 
writ. It would trouble young“ 
women, if when they go abroad 
their finery ſhould not be taken | 
notice of; But it may trouble 
them much more to think, that 
Ged takes notice of them. They 
think they are diſcharged when 
the Exchange bill is paid; but it 
appears by this chapter, that) 
God who 7re/iſts the proud will cal 

them to account, and 5 8 be 
| Av 
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I hath likewiſe a bill of particulars. 
At the 25th verſe, they may find 
3 what an alteration God makes, 
ho their fweer ſells are turned 
. into a ſtench, inſtead of a gi rale a 

rent, and inſtead of well ſet hair 
Valdneſt, and inſtead of a ſloma- 
„cher a girdiug of ſackeloth, and 
Jurning inficad of beauty. Thus 
God dealt by the hanughty daugh- 
ters in the City of Feruſulem, and 
what can haughty young Women 
in other Cities and piaces expect, 
but that God who takes notice 
of all their pride (their very pins 
are mentioned by the Prophet) 
& ſhould puniſh them with tempo- 
ral Judgments as he did them, 
or leave them to tae Judgment 
of the great day. Their fond 
flattering Lovers may call them 
Angels, but I am ſure their being 


hen /ifted up crith pride, ſhews them 
it it to be like the lapſed Angels, and 


that they may therefore well expect 
to fall iuto the condemmation of 
the Devil. But J mult not for- 
„ get 


<> 
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get that I am not ſpeaking of the Bl | 
pride of Women, as deſtructive 


; 


* 5 
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to their ſouls, but to their purſes, #7 
which woful experience proves * 
to be very true, and yet there is 
little or no care taken to prevent 
it. Pride hath gotten the upper 
hand, it domineers and makes 
Las to be obſerved. Follow ti M 1 
faſhions or go out of the <vorld. FF 
Whatever men ſufter, money mult M 
be had for flanting apparel and MY 1 
gorgeous attire, And it is no ff i 
wonder if the Children plead for | 
it, when they have the examples 1 
of the aged. The Apoſtle, 7:- M 
7715 2. 4. requires that aged Wo- 
men ſhould reach ve). Moien 
to be fober----atjſerect, &c. But : 
now the aged Women teach the 
young ones to be proud and laviſh, 7 
and ſometimes the Mother ſhews |: 
the Daughter how to ruin her | 
Husband. Thus doth pride bring | 
poverty, where early picry doth Fl 
not prevent it. A inan 2640 / 

| Mall } 
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all bring him low, Prov. 29. 

4 2 3. ; ; 

73 There is another expenſive 
-# vanity by which young perſons 
come to poverty, and that is ex- 
ceſſive gaming. There are ſome 
games which as they are not for- 
bidden by God, and therefore are 
not unlawful, ſo they are very 
pleaſant and uſeful for the re- 
creation of young Perſons. But 
there are a great many, who think 
there is no ſport but to undoe, or 
be undone. They mult play at 
that rate which muſt make ſome 
of the Company go away with 
ſorrowful hearts, which is exceed- 
ing fooliſh and diſingenuous, e- 
ſpecially conſidering that thoſe 
Z who practiſe it, pretend a love 
to the perſons with whom they 
vs # game, and a delight in their ſo- 


cr j7 clety. HET: | 
8 4 But I will break off from this, 
tn that I may not forget a new ex- 


70 / penſive Vanity, which young 
men are catcht by, and that is the 
1 throw- 


F 


56 The Benefit of z 
throwing away of their Money 
at Lotteries, A great conveni- 
ence for fools that know not what 
to do with their Money, becauſe 
there they may quickly be rid 
of ir. Tis like a Mine to ſome 
men, with which they are blown | 
up in a moment, Thoſe that 
have the benefit of them may 

quickly get great eſtates, if they 
can but command their Paſiton 3 
ſo as not to laugh at their Cuſto- 
mers. Thoſe that throw away 
their money at Lotteries, are a 
ſort of the moſt non-ſenfical men 
in the world, and Non-ſenſe is 
fitteſt to deſcribe them. They arc 
covetous Prodigals, who are re- 3 
ſolv'd to try if they can be enri-— 
ched by that, which is main- 
tain'd only by making men poor. 
It is a Folly ſo unaccountable, and 
yet ſo bewitching, that every 


oa wan ad avs MS 


one wiſhes at firſt his friend may 
be a Loſer by it, that he may, 
not frequent it to his utter undo- 
ing. 


It is a fooliſh extravagan- 
cy, þ 


e 
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Ney, by which men throw away 
their ſubſtance, and ſome men 
their Wives and Children, as if 
it were indifferent to them, whe- 
ther they ſubſiſted or periſhed for 
want of neceſſaries. „ 
Having ſhewed what brings 
young men to poverty, I may in 
the next place, deſire them to 
conſider their unhappineſs, which 
is far greater than other mens, 
when poverty comes upon them. 
Some are God's poor, and are 
therefore the greateſt objects of 
X pity; ſickneſs or unexpected loſ- 
ſes have brought them to want; 
but extravagants may be called 
the Devil's poor. They are become 
poor by ſerving a Maſter who 
employs his ſervants in only de- 
ſtroying themſelves. They are 


"ney | 
ent. 


"4 
4 


J not poor by what they have Joſt, 

„ but by what they have thrown 

away. How deſpicable are ſuch 

M men, and how unpitied is their | 

| f 2 He that by gluttony or 
drunkenneſs hath left his own 


D 4. Par- ; | 
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parlour, can ſcarcely be welcome 8” 
to another man's Kitchen. He is 
in ob's condition as to his po- 
verty, though not as to his piety 
or patience.T hey that are younger 
than he, lade him inderifion.The n 
children, «ehoſe fathers were di.] N 
aained by him, make him their N 
ſong and their by-word. He that 8 
might have been honoured by.. 
the Maſter, is become the ſcorn FP 
of ſervants. When prodigals have FF 
ſpent theireſtares in riotous living F 
they may keep with the ſwine, be- FF 
cauſe there are no men that care PP 
for their company. When a e 
man's Encreaſe is yooted out by c. 
lewd Women, what will he do FP 
for a Subſiſtence ? $01077072 ſaith, Þ 
by means of a whoriſh Woman a 
zudn is brought tod picceof bread, 3 : 
Prov. 6. 26. But tis a queſtion, 
whether the whoriſh woman, 


when ſhe hath ruin'd him, wil! 
give him a picce of bread; And'tis . 
a queſtics, whether any other will 5 8 
relicys him, if they know by what 


mean; 
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yeans poverty is come upon him. 


le FT boſe who have brought them- 
po- ſelves low by being too high (I 
icty mean by pride and haughtineſs) 
ge,, fre very miſerable. They were 


[hs hated before, and now they are 
46 deſpiſed. They thought nothing 
27, was good enough for them, and 
now others think there's nothing 
by. pad enough. When the proud 
man falls, there are none that will 
PMielß him up, but every one is 
ready to rejoyce as at the fall of 
2 Lucifer One that ſhined very 
bright, as if he would dazzle the 
eyes of all ſpectators, and is be- 
come (if I may ſo ſay) a fallen 
Star that is put out, and ſhines 
no longer. Their poverty is no 
leſs unpitied, who have thrown 
away their eſtates by games and 
„Jotteries. Who can pity him 
that might have kept his money, 
und would not? Who cannot ſa 
nuch as pretend to the craving 
f any luſt as others do, but he 


D 5 folly, 


uined himſelf only by an itching 


. * 
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folly, which no man can give a- 
ny account of. | | 
Thus I have ſhewed what it is 
that brings men to poverty, and 
I have ſpent the more time up- 
on it, becauſe I think I cannot 
ſpeak too much to expoſe the 
eſtructive vices by which young 
men arc utterly ruin'd. I hope 
1 need not tell you, that early 
Fiety prevents all theſe. It makes 
| men ſober and vigilant, by which 


they avoid the danger of the roar- |. 


ing Lyon, who ſeeks to devon the 
ſubſtance of men in this world, 
as well as their ſouls in the world 


to come. The Grace of God hath | 


taught the young man 70 live ſo- 
Very, Godly and righteouſly iu the 
evorld ; and by that means he is o- 
therwiſe engaged, than to yield 
to deſtructive vices and vanities. 
Where early piety is, the young 
ag (es God, and therefore 
he ſhall etape from the woman 
| evhorsmorebitter thandeath, when 


ſuc 


— —-ᷣ— 


1 ſinners are taken by her; that 1 | : 


their youth. Early piety doth not 


prudence. Prov. 8. 12. We know 


ſuch as did not bear the Toke in 


ſuffer men to be ſo fooliſh, as to | 
throw away their money by games 
and lotteries. I wiſdom dwell with ! 


very well, that young men of 
themſelves are molt apt to be in 
lore with thoſe expenſive follies, | 
becauſe of the weakneſs and in- 
advertency that attend that age, 
but early piety (as Solomon ſaith 
Prov. I. 4.) gives ſubtilty to the 
ſimple, and to the young man | 
knowledge and di ſcretion, and that 
I am ſure extravagant gameſters 
are void of. Thus I have ſhew- 
ed, that early piety is good a- 
gainſt poverty, as it ſecuresa man 
from thoſe extravagancies, which 
bring ruine and deſtruction. 

3. Early Picty is good for aff 
man's reputation: It procureg 
him great honour, as well as 
health and riches. I might have 
mentioned this as a third reaſon 
why carly piety is the ſureſt way 


* 
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1 
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to get riches, becauſe it gives the 
| young man Credit in the world: 
| ry one is willing to trade 
Vith him, becauſe they ſee that 
he begins right, and is like to 
be a great man in the world ; 
and they delight to deal with 
him who are ingenious, becauſe 
"ris pleaſant to ſee a hopeful 
young man thrive and proſper, 
Thoſe young men that are vici- 
ous, Will chooſe rather to trade 
with him, than with thoſe that 
are their Companions. They 
may think it ſtrange that he doth 
not rum with them into the ſane 
exceſs of riot; but their conſci- 
ences will not ſuffer them to 
| think, that it is ill in him, or 
| blame-worthy. When the vici- 
| ous young man ſees how he that 
is vertuous declines his ways, he 
cannot but think with himſelf, 
how happy he is like to be in 


the world; he will be a Man 


when [I ſhall be a Beggar. He 
will be in great repute when 


2 


"\ 
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1 ſhall be in a Jail. He faith 
concerning him in the language 
of John the Baptiſt, he muſt en- 
| creaſe, but I niſt decreaſe. It 


is very remarkable how the de- 


bauch'd young man eſteems of 
him that is ſober, however he is 
baſely enſlaved to a contrary hu- 

{ mour ; And how the pious and 

| ſober young man abhors the ways 

of him that is debauch'd. Their 

E judgments meet and agree, tho' 

W their practices cannot. They 
both know that piety promotes 


[R:2c:2, and that it brings them to 


$/-0;:0727. Prov. 4. 8. 


Hut J am loath it ſhould be 
thought that early piety doth on- 
Ny give men credit in a ſhop, or 
upon the exchange: It being of 
Fa far larger extent. A pious and 
vertuous young man is valued and 
delighted in by all that know 
him. He is only an accidental 
occaſion of ſorrow to them, that 


are related to young perſons that 
re fuſe "4 
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refuſe the Toke, and live vicious 
and diſſolute lives. Men of ho- 

nour and reputation will take ſpe- 
cial notice of ſuch as are vertuous, þ 
when it may be they paſs by o- 

thers who have more riches, be- [a 

cauſe they know that vertue is Fh 

| more to be valued, and moſt of 

all in a young man. When Da- ſo 
vid went out to fight againſt the N ce 
great Goliah, Saul was mightihy th 
inquiſitive concerning him be- be 
cauſe he was ſo young, 1 Sam. 17. ot 

55, 56. He ſaid to Abner, whoſe is 
for is this youth ? And becauſe / 
Abner could not tell him, he was O 
| unſatisfied, and ſaid enguirtfico 
 <ohoſe ſon this ſtripling is. Where pa 


vertue is diſcovered in thoſe that ch 

ö are young, it brings great honout co 
| both to themſelves, and likewikf or 
to their Parents. That Woman de 
{ who brought forth her Childrens in 
well educated, was more to bt] oy 
honoured than ſhe that had only} Ye 
her Houſe well furniſhed, lea 
| | the 

Early 
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cious Early piety is ſo highly valued, | 
ho- Hat we cannot imagine, how a- 
ſpe- by ſhould paſs by a vertuous 
nous, Foung man, but either he muſt 
y o- fhew outward reſpect to him, or 
be- at leaſt have a great eſteem for 
le is Shim in his thoughts. | 
ſt of If Parents ſee him, eſpecially 
Da-] ſuch as have bad Children, they 
t the cannot bur ſay in their hearts, as 
htily the Woman (who poſſibly might 
be- be an unhappy Mother) ſaid to 
17. our Saviour, Lale 1 1. 28. blefſed 
»boſe is the womb that bare thee, and 
auſe /e paps which thou haſt ſucked. 
was Other children do oft-times be- 
1117tÞlcome a dreadful torment to their 
here parents. They expected their 
that children ſhould'be their greateſt / 
nou comforts, and they prove their 
wil greateſt croſſes. The children 
man deprive their parents of their be- 
are ings, from whom they had their 
o bſown, Vice and wickedneſs be- 
oni reaves the father of his ſon, or at 
leaſt of all comfort from him, and 


that brings bis gray hairs with - | 
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 forrow to the grave, and ſome- 
times doth not ſuffer him to live 
long. The mother endured dread- 
ful pain that her womb might be 
delivered of him, and /he ſbon 
i forgat her pain, for joy that a . 
uan was born intothe world. Bu . 
he is now become a heavincſ; to 
her heart, which ſhe cannot for- i . 
get, or be delivered from. He , 
wWuyass the delight of her eye, but Y; 
1s becomea thorn in it : A cruel 
| Nero, that deſtroys his own mo- 
ther, and puts her to a lingering | 
death, by adding more and more 
grief to her every day, till ſhe can 
hold out no longer. The Souldani- It. 
aus in one reſpect, are more kind || 
to their aged parents, by expoſing | 
them to ſudden death, which they . 
do in pity to them. That child |}, 
Vubo is a fon or a daughter of Be- 
lial, who is without Yoke, is a 
grief to the father, and a bitter» 
ſs to her that bare them: ſuch 
bitterneſs as takes away the 
ſweetneſs of their enjoyments in 
this. 


1 — x — ooo_ 


9; 
— 
4 cc. * 


” , 1 2 
r 
N : 


Early Diety, 65 \} 


* is world, and at length life it 
Iread | f. The lives of parents are too 
cht be Fren T0 wp in the welfare of 
„ eirchildren, and therefore when 
Tang Hey miſcarry and become vicious, 
Bu Ne parent dies. But a young 
% Nan that is religiouſly diſpoſed, 


t for- 
He 
but 


-ruel 


mo- 


ring 


nore 
can 


27 
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s the joy and comfort of his pa- 
ents. The father of the rig h- 
Nous ſhall greatly rejoice, and he 
har beeetteth a wiſe child ſhall 
1290 joy of him. Thy father and 
Vy other ſhall be glad, and fhe 
at bare thee ſhall rejoice, Pro. 

3. 25. The father hath a ſingle 
Foy, and it is very great; but the 
tender mother hath double joy. 
J mother ſhall be glad, and 
Ve that bare thee ſhall rejoice. 
The greateſt danger that ſuch 


bs 
* 

£4 
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parents are in, is, leaſt they ſhould 
love their earthly Son ſo well, as 
Ito forget their heavenly Father, 
Ihich they muſt have a care of. 
Other children are oft- times ſo 
Junnatural, as to deſpiſe their pa- 


rents when age comes, W 
tha 


 — REST wen, — 
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great kindneſs to them, beyoni 
By reaſon of their too great Ii 


r 
come beggars to their br 


but grief and poverty, which thei 


that they care not for ſceing « 
them, nor do they regard whz 
they {ay to them. Solomon faith] 
Prov. 23. 22. Hearken to thy jul 
ther that begat thee, and deſpiſ 
not thy mother when ſhe is old; 
which ſuppoſeth that there ar} 
ſuch undutiful and unnatural chils 
dren, that can ſlight their parent 
molt, when there is the preate'$ 
reverence due to them. Some] 
times it happens that the poverty} 
of aged parents is the cauſc q 
their wicked childrens diſpifirg, 
of them, and it may be that pol 
verty was occaſioned by _—_ 


; 


| 


1 
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0 
what their ability could affor 


dulgence, they arc forced to be 


K 
90 
and cannot get an alms of them} | 
: * 
children would not prevent, put, 
an end to their ſorrowful days. 
And when they are dead, it maj} 
well be expected, that the con: 
| dition 


* 
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Sing tion of thoſe children ſhould be 
d why iſerable ever after. They have 
72 faith. times curſe upon curſe, and 
thy Ws ould give ten thouſand Worlds 
4e% Pat they had their parents agaia 
15 via d nouriſh and ſupport, whom 
dre They cannot now ſo much as aſk 
al chi orgiveneſs. If they are parents 
po Femſelves, every croſs which 
Eatel hey have from their own children 
Someſſniſeth the ghoſt of their own fa- 
ov Yer or mother, or both, to walk 
ſc of their conſciences to their 
(pifirg nſpeakable grief and terrour. 
at Fo put a ſon that bears the Toke, 
_ Feargenus to his furber, and ſhews 
Alon reat reverence to his mother, 
«118-2 they are old ; religious ſons 

ö nd daughters are like 7acob's 


1 Fhildren, taking care for proviſion 
hem! or their poor aged father, and if 
then Feed be, for the whole family 3 

und when he dies, they ſhew 


| i heir honour and obedience to 
„him upon his death- bed, liſten- 
ng to the words of his dying lips, 


as Zacob's children did ; ncither 
does 


con- 
lition 
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does their love end there, by 
they mourn and lament for hin 
Poſeph, who was become a Lord 
Fell upon his poor dead jather 
Jace, and wept npon him and kil 
fed him ; and commanded ii 
ſervants the phyſicians to embali 
him, and gave him a very ho 
nourable burial. Religion dot 
not ſuffer children to deſpiſe theig 
parents, whatever befals then 
— to honour them; and in 
dofng they procure great bora 
to themſelves. As Joſeph is and 
will be renowned to the end of 
the world, for his love and due 
to his parent; ſo thoſe children 
that follow ſuch examples, ar 
beloved and honoured whilit ho 
live, and their memories afteſ 
they are dead, ſo long as ther 
is any mention made of them. |: 

Thus I have ſhewed that Eariy ) 
Picty brings honour, and repu- 
tation to thoſe that are in the re- 
lation of children, and I hope : 


oY 
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e, biuſWave ſeemed to digreſs, by ſhew- 
or hin the neceſſity of obedience to 
a LoriWrents, as well as the reputation 
(other it, which is the thing I pro- 
und ii unded, the Uſefulneſs of it 
ed l excuſe me. 

zubal lf the young man that bears 
ry hoe Joe be in the relation of a 
n dotif(vant, he has likewiſe a very 
e theiFeat eſteem. In this age ma- 


ticmWrs and miſtreſſes complain, that 
| in WW vants are the plague of the 
1004 tion; that they are like Pha- 
is ars caterpillars, that come to 


nd diu only to eat up pleaſant things, 
| duty like the Frogs that make an 
id eg ly noiſe in the houſe but do no 
Work. And that which makes 


t thejſ@eir caſe to be worſt of all, they 
afteſ hw rot when the plague will 
there at an end, becauſe there are 


n. Ich ſwarms both in city and 
Zar Puntry. Some ſervants are ſe- 


repu-· ret thieves and robbers ; their 


e re-F@alters are ruin'd, and they know 


pe if Wot by whom : And they are to 
Ic ſure the worlt ſort of robbers. 
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Other thieves run away, bu 
theſe ſtay to be maintain'd, and 
to have meat, drink, and monezl 
Some 1 are fo vicious and 


profane, that they quickly infes 


the whole houſe; the maſter hay 
need ſhut up his children; art 


7 
other maſters are afraid the 


children and ſervants ſhould . 
infected likewiſe. Complain 


are ſo great, that there is no Qui 
etneſs till the ſervant be gone 
and I need not tell you that if 


carries a laiting diſgrace wit 


him, which it may be cauſzt}| 
him to fall into the gang of fuck 
thieves, as make haſte to thi 
Gallows. How highly then mui 


a vertuous ſervant needs be v# ö 
lued. The maſter is like Sori 


5 


e 


har, who needs not trouble hin 


ſelf ſo much as to know . ˙ 


in His onſe, ſo long as he hath 


Joſephb in it, who is faithful and 


diligent, Such a ſervant is 
great bleſſing to the family. I 
maſter and miſtreſs are enriches 
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M bie children and the other ſer- 
Unts have a good example, and 
may be good counſel and ad- 
ce too, which they are the 
ore apt to liſten to, becauſe it 


us and 
infedh 


er hig rare, and ſeldom heard from a 
5 * rvant. How loath is the maſter 
13 n part with ſuch a ſervant 5 when 


is time is expir'd, he is ready 


d ſay to him as Laban ſaid to his 


plain 


0 qußgevant Jacob, Gen. 30. 27. 1 
gone 5 e 27 hy A 
> Icy 7h ce if I have found favour 


hat i 
with 
au ſet | 


Vine eyes tarry ; for I have 
karned by experience that the 
fal ard hathh bleſſed me for thy ſake. 

1 Ale is ſo loath to part with him, 
0 Uhat if he hath a daughter fit to 
| "MN Pe given in marriage, he doth not 
Þ- Fink he can give him too great a 
* Portion with her, of whoſe early 
. 7 Fc: 3 to God, and therefore faith- 
* Hulneſs to him, he hath had fo 
ain nech experience: He is there- 
Pore very willing there ſhould be 
a change of relation to him, and 
Fs thar he who hath been a faithful 
ant, ſhould in this ſenſe be- 
| Coit 


= 
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come his fon at the laſt. The e-. MC 
ſteem and reputation that a ver- th 
tuous ſervant hath, is not to be = 
expreis'd, nor the ſeveral Advan- 
tages which he hath. b 
lf the young man hath a mere 
liberal education, and be vic 
who is diſpoſed to the attainment tV 
of learning, his induſtry and ir- 
genuity is preſently diſperſcd . 

from the School: His maiter ac- Wor 
counts him his credit and repu- Nei 
tation, and his example is a ef 
ſpur to other children, whoſe Pa- 
rents are thereby made glad. | 
When he is admitted in the Uni- 
verſity, he quickly gains the 1c- 
Putation of the College, and in a 
ſhort time the whole Univertity | 
hearing of his fame do preſently 
deſire to know his face, that they 
may honour him wherclſoever 
they ſee him; and much more, 
becauſe it is not often that he 
goes abroad. When he hath com-| 
menc'd, he hath commonly 
choice of preferments. The 
Coun 
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Country thinks long for him, and 
the Univerſity is loath to part 


r- | 
be ME with him: But whereſoever he is 
n. good Name keeps him Compa- 


Ip. 
lt may not be altogether im- 
proper for me, to ſpeak of thoſo 
8 \ crtuous young men who are 


Sh onourably deſcended. Great 


ac- Mor ſupported, by the vice or 
u- Nrertue of one young Gentleman 
> 2 Wot honourable birth. Inſomuch 


Pa. {What it is great pity, there is not 


ad, Nome ſevere law, by which thoſe 
ni-debaucht miſcreants, who have 


ruined themſelves, ſhould be 


Kept from coming near, I had al- 
8 oſt ſaid, from breathing in the 
fir where the children of per/ons 
pf honour are born and educa- 
ed. Who can expreſs the miſ- 
hief that is done by one young 
11n who is noble (not as the 
Yereans were, Act. 10. I I. in that 
only received the crd with all 
The {44421223 of mind, and/rarcheatle 
| Scriptures 


> og t 


families are commonly ruin'd 
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Scriptures daily, but only) by deſ- 
cent from his earthly Parents? 
what drunkenneſs? what whore. Þ 
doms ? nay, what murders will | 
not ſuch a perſon ſometimes be 
guilty of, till his eſtate and fa- 
mily be ruin'd, by tne expence ? 
of committing wickedneſs? what 
Devils in the ſhape of men, and 

in his livery are the ſervants of | 
ſuch a one? 'They 7 uy ag 


roud in that they can ſerve the 
Devil by all manner of lewdneſs, 
and be uncontroul'd, as that th 
they wait upon their Lord. What Þ 
a terror is it to the Towns round] 
about, when ſuch a great per- 
ſon goes to his country feat? how 
diſmally are honeſt men afraid 
for their ſons and for their 
daughters, for fear that drunk- 
eneſs ſhould deſtroy the one, and 
whoredom the other; How ma- 
ny poor tradeſmen are ruined 
ſoul and body, by the intempe- 
rance which they ſcarcely knen.“ 
bow to avoid? The kindneſs t. 


ſotti! 


motions, | 
the Church is infeſted with ſuch 
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ſottiſn ſervants do often make 
ſorrowful widows, and fatherleſs 
children. There is a greater miſ. 
chief than all theſe. Such per- 
ſons have commonly the patro- 
nage of many Eccleſiaſtical pro- 
and by that means 


Miniſters, as are only fit to make 
Atheiſts, and not Proſelytes to 


Religion: ſuch as may offend 


God as much as they pleaſe, and 
calt contempt upon religion, ſo 
they do not offend or diſoblige 


their Patrons. ä 


The Devil may well be called 


a Prince, when ſuch great men 
do him homage, and by all ways 
advance his kingdom. 
mean while, what reproach and 


In the 


diſhonour doth ſuch a perſon 
bring upon himſelf and family ? 
What hypocrites doth he make 
men, in rhat they ſhew reſpect to 
him, as if they lov-d him, when 
they have a fecret loathing of him 
in their hearts? how do they w2ll- 

E 2 come 
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come his approach, when it may | 
be they are atraid of him, as of a 
devouring Lyon, and are never at 
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quiet till he and his lewd reti- 
nue are gone. And when he 
dies, his Greatneſs ſerv'd for no 
other end, but to make his me- 
mory {tink above the earth, and 
men rejoyce that he is ſtinking 
under it, 

All theſe miſchiefs, and the re- 
proach which is the concomitant 
and conſequent of them, are tor 
want of early picty in thoſe of ho- 
nourable deſcent. 

But on the other hand, where 
ſuch a perſon hath a religious 
education and takes it; Who can 
expreſs the honour and renown 
that he hath? His relations re- 
Jovce more in him, than in alli the 


whole family beſides. His ecr- 


Be, 2; 


ly piety ſpreads abroad, and is as 


a ſweet prefume. His name is as 
precious oyntment. 
admitted into the favour of his 
Prince, and places of great truft 

are 


He is {con Þ 
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are conferr'd upon him. The 
Church is advanc'd by him, for 
none but men of worth receive 
preferments from him. He is the 
1 admiration of all the worthy 
gentry, and their diſcourſe up- 
on all occaſions fpreads his Fame. 
And for the common ſort, they 
are in danger of committing ido- 
latry, by giving greater honour 
to him than is due to a created 
ui being. They fay to him as the 
Tot 3 Queen of Sheba ſaid to Solomon, 


h- happy are thy mon, and happy are 
e thyſervantsthat ſtand before thee. 


Glad they are if they can obtain 
the honour, to have their ſons 
or daughters admitted to wait 
upan him: how much more hap- 
4 py is that family, to which by 


marriage he becomes related ? 


„There are ſome inſtances in this 
age, and have been in former, of 
» one young man honourably de- 
* ſcended, whoſe early piety and 


Urrtue, have repair'd the ruins 
which have been made in his fa- 
E 3 _ _ mily 


; 1 
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mily for want of it; and what a | 
laſting reputation muſt this be 
to his name and memory? : 

Thus I have endeavoured to 
ſhew, that early picty is good for] 
a man, in reference to all thoſe Þ 
preſent advantages, which men # 
are greedy of in this Life. It is | 
the beſt ſecurity that any one 
can have of health, riches, and 
honours. But all theſe are little 
things in compariſon of other be- 

nefits and advantages: Thoſe 


which relate to the 772-207tal ſou H 
and its eternity in another ſtate, . 
What if the young man ſhould? 
never enjoy a days health whilftÞ 
he lives in this world? What if 
he ſhould, as it is ſaid in Fob, be 
chaſtn d with pain upon his bedallſt 
his days, and the multitude of his 


bones with ſtrong pain, yet this 1s 


nothing in compariſon of the in-þ 


ward joy and pleaſure of a reli-P 
gious mind; and it is leſs than 
nothing in compariſon of the © 
ternal joy and happineſs of -— 

EE... ther 
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* | ther Nate. What if he ſhould be 
de a poor Lagarus all his days, yet 
he is rich in faith, he is rich to- 
to 29745 God, and therefore as our 
gr Saviour ſaith, 7 have mcat to eat 
of ich you know not of; fo he hath 
en an eſtate to live upon which o- 
thers know not of, that which 
27 (though it doth not bring in great 
plenty of proviſion, yet) maketh 
the meaneſt fare to be ſweet, and 
to be received with pleaſure and 
thankſgiving. What if he be re- 
proacht and ſlighted in the world 
yet he is honoured of God: It is 
but as if a great courtier, who is 
in favour with his Prince, ſhould 
be ſcorn'd by a mean man that 

doth not know him. 

If the worth of a young man 
that bears the Toke, how glorious 
$is6 he is thin, and how he is belc- 
ved of God, could be known; he 
3 would be honoured above all o- 
* thers in the world, as one that is 

ke to be in the higheſt form of 
S Chriſtianity, and one of the 
E 4 great- 
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oreateſt proficients in it. Tf all 
theſe afflictions befall a man that 
feared God betimes, yet his can 
Iy iet, is not the cauſe of them, 
but it is a means to make him pa- 
tient under them. Or if ve 
could ſuppoſe that outward trou- Y 
| bles ſhould be the conſequent ot | 
carly piety, as it was in the time 
of the Church's perſecution, vet | 
this never made any ſay that it | 
had been better for them, if they | 
had not begun to be religious 10 | 
ſoon, but had ſtay'd longer in | 
hopes that the trouble and mile- , 
ry that followed it, would have 
been at an end. 'The Toy and 
comfort that early piety brings 10 
the mind, will appear ſomewbat 
more at large under another head 
of diſcourſe, I ſhall therefore pro- 
ceed to ſhew the advantages 
which young men have by bear— 
ing the , in reference to their 
{ſpiritual concerns. 
I. It is good to prevent Atheiſm, 
or I may ſay, it is the beſt an- 
8 tidote 
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tidote againſt that poyſon, the beſt 
reſervative from that ſhort-liv'd 
tolly and madneſs. It muſt needs 
be very ſtrange to all conſiderate 
men, that there ſhould be an A- 
theiſt, and eſpecially where the 
Goſpel is preached, by which 
life and immortality is brought to 
lit. If he was a fool who ſaid 
jn David's time There is no GO, 
what fools are they who live in 
theſe days after the ſon of David 
is come into the world. and 
fulfilled the Prophecies which 
were concerning him. We won- 
der at the Zezvs, that they own 
not Chriſt to be the Meſſias, ſince 
he came at that time when their 
forefathers ſaid, art thou he, or 
Hall are look for another ? and 
there hath come no other, altho' 
ſeventeen-hundred years are paſt 
and gone, How much more 
are they to be wondred at, 
who neither believe the Old 
Teſtament nor the New, Men of 
other Religions believe ſo much 
8 4 of - 
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of the Goſpel, as to be convinc'd 
that there is a God, although 
they had no other evidence. The 
Mahometans believe that Chriſt 
was in the world, and that he 
was a great Prophet ſent from God 
and did greater miracles than a- 3 
ny other Prophet; not excepting 
their Mahomet himſelf. That he 

F was born of a Virgin, who they 
ay conceived him by the ſmell of 
a roſe : That Mahomet was the 
Comforter whom he promiſed 
ſhou'd come into the world. They 
bow at the Name of Jeſus. The 
late Ambaſſador from Morocco 
ſeeing a picture made to repre- 
ſent our Saviour, bowed to the 
ground, that he might ſhew the ' 
reverence he had for him, as | 
being a great Prophet. ; 
The Jews acknowledge that 
Chriſt was in the world, and that 
he had power from God to do 
miracles, till he called himſelf the 
ſon of God. And yet in our 


days there are ſome brought up 
8 - | in 
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in the Chriſtian Religion, who 
are ſo inconſiderative of the argu- 
ments of Chriſtianity, as to den 

that there isa God, or another lite 
after this; of which I cannot give 
or imagine any greater cauſe, than 
the want of early piety. I can - 
not conceive that any man can be 
an Atheiſt who heartily embraced 
religion when he was young. 
Atheiſm is not more the cauſe of 
wickedneſs, than it is the Effect 
of it. Nay it is not ſo proper to. 
ſay, that men are wicked becauſe 
they are Atheiſts, as to ſay that 


they are Atheiſts becauſe they are 


and have been wicked. They 
have made themſelves liable to 
eternal puniſhment if there be a 
God, and therefore they endea- 
your to ſupport themlelves as 
well as they can, with a belief, 
that there is none, and that they 
ſhall dye like beaſts as they li- 
ved. I know very well, that A- 
theiſm is the cauſe of the moſt 
notorious wickedneſs ; for when 

| | men 
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men have thrown off the belief of 
a God, what lewdneſs will they 
not be guilty of? But it is not the 
original cauſe. It is hard to con- 
ceive, that young men can at 
firſt ſo deſpiſe the natural dread 
of God that is in the minds of all 
that come into the world ; or can 
think that all that they hear from 
the beſt men, and from moſt of 
them that are bad, hath nothing 
at all in it ; but they think it 
time enough to ſerve God, ſince 
there is hopes of being accepted 
of him at any time upon repen- 
tance, and that in the mean 
time religion is a Toke of re- 
ſtraint to their youthful luſts 
and pleaſures, to which their 
corrupt natures do exceeding- 
ly incline them. And after 
they have contracted guilt and 
fear by thoſe vain hopes, and 
by degrees have been guilty of 
greater contempt of God than 
at firſt they intended, then they 
think it becomes their concern as 
c 
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be in the forlorn hope of thoſe 
who {ay there is no God. I do not 


think there ever was an Atheiſt 


who was religious when he was 
young. It is not to be conceived, 


| that thoſe who ſavour the things 


I Ea ts NM 
F 


of God at firſt, ſhould afterwards 
queſtion the foundation of all 
religion. I know there have been 


” ſome, who by ſtrong temptati- 
ons and ill examples have for ſa- 
Len their firſt love, and by de- 
grees have become looſe and then 
wicked in their practices, but 
ſtill they did not doubt of the 
being of a God, but only hoped 


for an after-reconciliation. There 


was not many years fince a 
remarkable inſtance of one who 


was executed for robbery, and I 
am the more willing to mention 
It, becauſe it may tend to the 
good of young men, to their be- 
ing more careful to bear the Ye 
and not to leave it off. He ſaid 
that when he was young he had 
a very great reliſh of reli aan 

© 
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he went to the houſe of God 
| with pladneſs, and heard the 
word of God with delight. 
That religion had ſuch an influ- 
ence upon his mind, that he was 
afraid to commit a ſecret ſin, or 


But afterwards he became i- 
dle and remiſs by reaſon of ill 
examples: That he had too 
much delight in gaming, which 
occaſioned the loſs of his money, 
and that for his ſupply of that, he 
betook himſelf to the high-<way ; 
but after he came into Priſon and 
expected his execution, he was 
ſo be from being an Atheiſt, that 
for the ſpace of fourteen days 
and nights he thought his ſoul 
endured the torments of Hell. 
His former regard to religion 
was ſo quick and lively in his 
mind, that he remembred the 


ed him, and the very place and 
poſture that he was in at that 
time, though (I think) above 
1 twenty 


to neglect his ſecret devotion: 


paſſages in ſermons which affect- 
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twenty years bad paſſed; and 
likewiſe how careful he was of 
his mind in ſecret. That after 


this he ſhould forſake God, was 


the torment of his ſoul, but he 
could never make the leaſt doubt 


of the departing of his ſoul to an 
eternal ſtate. After the fourteen 
days were ſpent in ſtrong cries to 
God to have mercy upon him, it 


leaſed God to reſtore to him the 


| oy of ſalvation, and there was 


great hopes, that he was renewed 


again by zhe ſpirit of God, and 


died in a ſafe and happy conditi- 


on. If it had not been for the 
| ſenſe which he had of religion 


in his youth, *tis poſſible that he 
might have made Atheiſm his = 
tiful refuge : And I can bur ſay 


is poſſible, for by what I have 
obſerved by converſe with con- 
demned malefactors, I have rea- 
ſon to conclude, that there are 
very few, if any, that die Atheiſts, 
howſoever they lived, 


That 
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That early pzery is good to 
prevent Athei m, ſhould be of ry 
great force to perſuade the young | ſn 
man to bear the Toke : eſpecially ty 
confidering that he lives in a vi- 
cious and debaucht age, in which |} yy 

he is in great danger of it. Athe- I ſu 
iſm is very dreadful, if we con- re 
fider what evil the Atheiſt de- m 
fires to others, as well as that f 
which he brings upon himſelf; p. 
and all for the ſake of his uneaſy, I x} 
tormenting luſts and pleaſures, c 
He that wiſhes the Sun were ÞÞ þ 
thrown out of the firmament, 
that the earth were thrown into te 

the ſea, and all the world were f, 

in a flame, dath not wiſh ſo 1 

much hurt, as he that wiſhes PF 

there were no God. He hopes 9 

that all who like David have me- 5 

ditated on the works of God, that n 

have delighted in his word, to o- { 

bey the commands of it, and have b 

comforted themſelves by a belief 

of the promiſes of it, will be chea- 
tedʒ and that the Scriptures which 

RE | men 


* 
- 


n 


men ſo much reverence, are no- 
thing but lies and falſhood. In 
ſhort, he hopes that all the Mar- 
tyrs, and all others who died in the 
faith, were fools; and that all 
who deny themſelves any plea- 
ſures, and regard any thing of 
religion, are guilty of folly and 
madneſs; and that he is the only 
wiſe man who begins ſooneſt to 
be vicious, and continues ſo till 
the laſt : That it is the excellen- 
cy ofa man to live and die like a 
beaſt, | 

I would have the young man 
to conſider likewiſe, what a dread- 
ful condition Atheiſm brings men 
into. Atheiſts ſay, that religion 
is a cheat, but Atheiſm is the 


greateſt of all cheats, and leaves 


men in a fearful condition. If 


men that have practiſed religion, 


ſhould ſo often when they are dy- 


ing declare, that they think there 1 


iso God, (which I never heard 


from any) and that they have loſt } 
their hopes; as thoſe who have 
3 lived 
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lived Atheiſts when they dye, de 
clare that they believe a Gad, and 
are afraid of him ; Atheiſts might 
have ſomewhat to ſay for them: 
ſelves. I muſt confeſs, that when 


fl have viſited fick perſons, whoſe 


hves have been vicious and de- 
baucht, I have examined them 
concerning the firſt principle of 
religion, and whether they 
thought there was a God, when 
they were guilty of baſe and 
wicked actions; but I never met 
with any but were very ſenſible of 
a ſoul that muſt depart when the 
body dies. And therefore inſtead 


= of {pending any time in urging 
the force of arguments which 


prove a Gad, they have earneſtly 
deſir d that I ſhould ſpend my 


1 time with them in earneſt prayers 
to God for them, and in directing 


= them what they ſhould do that 
= they might be ſaved, who had 
done ſo much to deftroy their 
= own ſouls, that they had little 
= hopes of Salvation. | 


 Therg 
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There was one very remarka- 
ble inftance of a perſon, who 
ſaid he had been an Atheiſt (al- 
though part of what he ſaid was 
inconſiſtent with Atheiſm) for 
ſome time, whom I viſited upon 
his death- bed, whoſe words 1 ü 
of will (as well as my memory ſerves 
ler me) relate to you; 1 have been 
e © (ſaid he) one of the wickedeſt 
nd i men in the world for drunk- 
1 enneſs and whoredom, and 
of ſwearing, and all that was 
ne 22ught. I did for ſome time 
ad believe that there was no God. 
„ | thought there was no Hell, 
5 “ but the torment of a man's 4 
| © conſcience when he did a bafe 
action, which I continually felt 

9 © thepainof: Afterwards as Iwas 
«© paſiing by the Church upon 

8 & , . I 
G the Lord's day in my way to a 
J * whore-houſe, I ſaw the church 
«< was crowded, and I had a de- 

* fire to look in and ſee who 
„ preacht. The miniſter was 
* preaching upon that text, 
3 — 
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* T he fool hath ſaid in his heart 
* there is n God, and ſhewed ſo 
much the folly as well as the 
unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm 
that I could not but ſtay, and l 
was then convinc'd of my mil- 
take, though I took no care to 
live accordingly, I am ſure 
now that there is a hell after 
this life, and I am ſure I can- 
not avoid it. When he told me 
that he had ſo much torment in 
his mind, that he accounted it to 
be a hell in this life; I aſked 
him, whether that rorment did 
not make him afraid to continue 
a vicious courſe, and whether it 
did not ſometimes cauſe him to 
| avoid the occafionsof wickedneſs, | it 
| fince it left ſuch a ſting in his 1 
conſcience? to which he replyed, Il © 
I ſcarce ever ſhun'd any wick- t 
& edneſs becauſe of it, but ſome- b 
times when I have been going ! 
| © to whore-houſes, I have had | 

| 


* 


cc 


* 


3 *& ſo much torment in my con- 

| 5 ſcience, that I have, in the way 

3 1 hs 
I 3 


* thither, gone backward and for- 


eart 
d ſo ward ſeveral times, thinking 
the with my ſelf, that if l went on, 
iſm 


it would N ruin me, and 
0 


id I yet the Devil for the molt part 
niſ. . prevailed with me ſo, that I 
e to did go on and commit wicked- 
ure MW neſs. I then thought that it 
fter ' was more than my conſcience, 


an-“ and that I refifted God's ſpirit 

© which would have prevented 
in “ by being fo a From 
to what he ſaid concerning the ſpi- 
ed Writ of God, I took occafion to tell 
id him, that I thought his condition 
16 to be much more _ hopeful than 
it @ thoſe who were leſs wicked and 
o more hardned : and that thoſe 
„ Iſtrivings of God's holy ſpirit in 
s and with his conſcience, always 
„continuing, it was a great token 
that God had a deſign to give 
him his Grace, by which his 
repentance, though late, might 
become a true and fincere repen- 
tance, that change which would 
make him fit for the happineſs of 


ano- } 
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another ſtate: And that if he loft 
no time, but continued praying 
to God for his grace and mercy, 
I was in great hopes that the 
' Tpirit of God which had been 
his earneſt ſolicitor would be 
his comforter, and take away all 
his fears. And I hope it proved 
ſo ; for the next day wha | com: 
to viſit him, and pray with him 
again, he told me (to uſe his own I the 
words) that he would not live in N At. 
the World any longer where hoj 
there was ſo much wickedneſs I pui 
His Nurſe told me, that he had 
ſpent the whole night crying and £,, 1 
praying to God with ſuch ex- is 
ee as ſhe had never heard ore 
from any other. There was the the 
greateſt probability of a true re- cor 
pentance upon a death-bed that II v 
ever I obſerved in any who had I the 
lived wickedly till that time, ard I ſio 
J could have wiſh'd that inſtead ca, 
of defiring to die, that he might i br. 
be no more tempted to wicked- Il v. 
neſs; he had deſired to live, wm 
| C 


Early Piety. 9 
be might have brought forrh 2 


Ying ruits meet for repentance, and 
TC), What it would have pleaſed God 
= o grant his defire. I thought it 


might be uſeful to young men to 
read this relation, and therefore 
| was not willing to omit it, by 
which they may ſee how men 
mc deceive themſelves, and what a 
um dreadful condition they bring 
n themſelves into, whilſt they make 
"1 F Atheiſm their ſhelter, and the 
ers hof es that there is no other world 
but this to be their refuge. The 
ad violence which an Atheiſt offers 
nd to his own mind (in which there 
* is a natural dread of God) is too 
rd orcat to be 2 and that's 
the reaſon that it ſeldom, if ever, 
continues till men go out of this 
al world. When death comes, and 
ad the finner is under the apprehen- 
4 © Gon of its approach, like Nebu- 
cadneg gar, * days of his being 

. brutiſh and keaping A 
vith beaſts, are at an end, and 
his underſtanding is returned to 


Lim: 
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him: He can no longer enjoy 
the pleaſures of ſenſe, for the 


ſake of which he became brutiſh, 
and that makes way for the exc: 


ciſe of his mind: and when he 


vou 
on? 
ant 


feels the different pains of hi 


' foul and body, he concludes that 
they are different beings, and 
that there is ſomewhat in him (as 
the late Earl of Rocheſter well ex 
preſſed it) which is diſtinct from 


matter, which doth not die with 
the body: by reaſon of which, 


there. is horrible confuſion in the 


finner'to think whither it is go- 
ing. And if the convinc'd A- 

theiſt be in ſuch confuſion in this 
Life, what will his condition be 
who dies an Atheiſt, if there be 
any ſuch ? Who can find expreſ- 
fions to relate it, or courage e- 
nough to uſe thoſe expreſſions? 
He finds that there is a God, and 
falls under his everlaſting wrath 
the ſame moment. All the ar- 


guments in the*world did not con- 
vince him of a God, becauſe he 
Wh | would 
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en oh ould not regard them: but hell 
r the onvinces him of it, becauſe he 
iſh pannot avoid it. His firſt ſtep out 
exct-Wof this world is into a bottomleſs 
n Neſbit, from which he never eſcapes, 
F bind where he never dyes, but 
thatFontinues for ever weeping and 
andvgiling, becauſe he would not 
believe what he heard, and ſome- 
imes felt, concerning it. He was 
romFtold that ho Devile believed and 
vith trembled, he would not believe 
ich, that he might not tremble, but 
the Inow he is for ever feeling that, 
the fore - thought of which makes 
the Devils tremble. I will not 
arther enlarge upon this unplea- 
ſant head of diſcourſe, but ear- - 
neſtly deſire all young Men by 
el: their early piety to prevent that 
e- danger. By bearing the Toke they 
ns? may be ſure of a God, and of a- 
5 ſtate, and if they refuſe it 
th Lam ſure they can never be ſe- 
ar- cured that there is no God. O 
n- how happy are they, who have 
be not only the evidence of a God 
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from * propounded to 
their reaſon, but likewiſe from 
their own experience! that have Na 
Chriſt in them the hope of Glory: I fig 
that have had the continued ſenſe 
of God, and a delight in him |} thi 
from their youth: that like Timo - vil 
thy, of a child have known the ho- for 
dy Scriptures, and have had expe- ha 
rience of the holy ſpirit, who was |} cot 
the author of them, enlightning I no! 
their minds, and quickning them i 
to a diligent care to live in the | th: 
practice of them. If a man fears in 
Goa from his gouth, the ſolid plea - mi 
FH ſures which he hath in the pra- inf 
Etice of Religion, will never ſuffer {| 101 
him to doubt of the being of a va! 
God; much leſs deſire that there me 
mould be none. he 
The arguments of religion I alt] 
are ſo ſtrong, and there is ſuch a I} ren 
correſpondence between natural I une 
and revealed religion, that it is ( 
impoſlible any one can doubt of tha 
the being of a God and of ano- thi 
ther ſlate after this, but only I tac 
thole 
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to thoſe who (becauſe they did not 


om ¶ bear the Je in their youth) have 
ave Ja deſire that they ſhould be in- 


J 

ne II. Eurly piety is good againſt 

im che power and prevalency of e- 
no- vil habits. Cuſtom is of mighty 
o- force, and whatſoever any man 
pe- hath uſed himſelf to, how unac- 
vas | countable ſoever it is, he knows 
ng not how to alter it. 

em | In things that are indifferent, 
he that have neither good nor evil 
sin them; ſuch as I may call mi- 
2a- mical actions, or impertinent and 
ra- infignificant phraſes and expreſ- 
fer | fions; when once a perſon by 
" a | vain affectation, hath accuſto- 
re || med himſelf to the afe of them, 


he knows not how to leave them 


on although he perceives that they 
render him ridiculous to men of 
ral © underſtanding. „ 


is | Cuſtom hath ſo great a force, 
of | that ſometimes it makes thoſe 


things to beceme eaſy, which in 
taemſelyes are very grievous and 


( 


were ſo at firſt, to them that en · Imi 
dure them. Natura calamitatum Ci. 
mollimentum conſtietudi nem in. 
venit, cuſtom mitigatethcalamity, 
It hath been obſerved by ſome, 
that though //aves weep at firſt, 
yet after three months time they ſan 

can ſing in the gallies. How loath-WYs: 
ſome is a priſon, and how terri- II 
ble is confinement to him that JO 
hath always had his liberty; and vit 
yet we often find great mirth and Nit 
Jolliry amongſtpriſoners after ſon th 

= time. I have heard of ſome who en 
have been troubled when they I no 
= have been turn'd out of a jayl. IN to 
might likewiſe inſtance the pow- 

er that cuſtom hath in matters to 
of Opinion, but that will more da 
oper come under another t 

ead of diſcourſe. . 

If cuſtom hath ſuch power th 

in thoſe things whith are in b. 

themſelves indifferent, nay, if it 

bhath ſuch a prevalency in men, as fir 

to things which are in themſelves pr 
= every way grievous! What 2a 
=. 3 mighty 
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inning have upon the minds of 
men, becauſe there is at firſt a 
great propenſity in the nature of 
man to it. ; 
We have a common ſaying, 
and it is a very true one, cuſtom 
is a ſecond nature, which if right- 
ly conſidered, would make all 
young perſons afraid of begin- 
ning an evil courſe of life, left 
it ſhould become habitual to 
them, Our firſt nature is hard 
enough to be overcome, we had 
not need to have a ſecond nature 
to ſtruggle with. ; 
| Young people had need to look 
to themſelves and take heed of a 


dangerous miſtake, which tends | 


to the ruine of moſt of that age; 
and that is, that it is eaſier for 
them to bring their minds to the 
pg of Religion after they 
ave accuſtomed themſelves to 
fin, than it is to ſubdue their 
reſent youthful inclinations to 
uſt and vanity, whereas, they } 
v4 F 3 -, might 8 
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4 The Beneßt 
might better and more truly ar- 
= gue the other way: that if it be 
111 15 hard for them to fix their minds 
in the practice of religion now, 
what will it be when they have 
accuſtomed . themſelves to the 


e + 


practice of ſin, RT 
There is a known place in the 
prophecy of Zeremiaah, which 
young perſons ſhould ſeriouſly 
conſider, FP. 13. ver. 2 3. can the 
Ethiopian change his skin? or the 
Leopard is ſpots? then may ye al- 
id do good, that are accuſtomed to 
ao evil. We do not find any ſuch 
expreſſion in all the Scriptures to 
= ſhew the difficulty of early piety. 
He that will perſuade a man that 
bath ſpent his youth in the pur- 
ſuit of fin and vanity, to fear 
God and fix his mind to that 
which is good, doth for the moſt 
art find all that he can ſay to 
£ nie as much as if he ſhould 
waſh a blackmoor in hopes of ma- 
| king him white. There are few 
ſuch men but their one ! 
3 © 
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| Early Piety. 105 
be labour in vain. I know verx 
well that the Prophet's expreſſion 
is not to be underſtood with the 
utmoſt ſtrictneſs, as if it were al- 
together impoſſible, but only to 
ſhew that it is very difficult. 
It was uſual amongſt the Zewws to 
expreſs theſe things that are ex- 
treamly difficult, by thoſe things 
that are utterly impoſſible. The 
meaning of the Prophet is, that it 
is very hard for one that hath ac- 
cuſtomed himſelf to do evil, to 
* to do well. aa 3 
If young people did really con- 
ſider this hes would 8 ad- 
venture any delays, for fear that 
an evil habit ſhould prevail (which 
is the caſe of thouſands, and on- 
ly of ſuch as would not bear the 
Yoke in their youth) ſo as to diſ- 
courage them from attempting 
that change of mind which is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. It 
is is if the young perion ſhould 1 
ſay, © I cannot bring my mind to 
* religion now, but I intend o 
15 BA. * do-j 
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„do it when I am more averſe 
« to it. I cannot hate my fin 
«© now, as tis neceſſary I ſhould, 
« but I hope to doit when am 
« more in love with it. It is too 
% difficult for me to do it now 
« becauſe of the ſtrong inclinati- 
« ons of my nature, and there- 
fore I will let it alone till cuſ- 
* tom joyns with my corrupt na- 
ture to make it more diele 
Ik that which young people i- 
magine concerning the eaſineſs 
of becoming good, were not a 
cheat and deluſion; we ſhould 
have very few but would become 
religious when that age were 
paſt; but how ſeldom is it that 
any do become truly good and 
holy who ſpent al] their youth 
in neglect of religion, and in e- 
vil courſes? Moſt certain it is, that 
the Devil doth ſtrangely delude 
mankind in this matter. The 
young man faith, I know not how 
* ro regard the things of religi- 
ob, 15 that they ſhould — 
| influ- 
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Verſe influence upon my mind where- 
in ſoever I am, becauſe I have ſuch 
uld, 0 © an averſeneſs to them in my na- 
am © ture, and ſuch a proneneſs to 
too that which is evil; but if I live 
now! till my youth be paſt, there will 
ati- © be an abatement of my evil de- 
-re- © fires, and then I will be ſerious 
ul. © and religious. And if he lives 
na- till his youth is ill ſpent and loft, 
lt. then his language is, I have 
> i= * fo accuſtomed my ſelf to that 
eG which is evil, that I know not 
t 2 © how to mind that which \1s 
ald © good, Icannotleave that courſe 
me | which Jam in: If I were 
ere young again, and were to make 
zat my choice what ſort of life to 
nd © lead, then I could fix my mind 
th = © to that which is good, 
e- It muſt be acknowledged that 
at when age comes, there is no ſuch 
de ſtrong inclination to youthful 
16 luſts and vanities, as there was 
before: but therefore it muſt be 


W 
i- conſidered that a man may be } 
n re vertheleſs accuſtomcd to do e- 
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vil in general. It may be that v 
when the enemy of bis ſoul per- tl 
ceives that he can no longer con- di 
tinue the acts of uncleanneſs,there u 
may be unclean wiſhes & deſires: I tt 
and the will ſerves for the deed in b 
an evil ſenſe as well as a good one: I c 
Or it may be there is an alterati- 0! 
on from one fin to another. He | ſt 
ho when he was young, and u 
fool'd away his money for trifles, In 
or that. which is worſe, reſolves fe 
ro make -amends by that which c 
he calls extraordinary good hus- b 
bandry, but it is indeed extream t 
covetouſneſs:; and that will con- 
tinue to the laſt, How ſtrange 
Doe ver it is, yet not more range 
than true, that old men (ſuch [ 
zucum who did not bear the yoke in 
their youth) love the world moit, 
who are within a very little, in 
courſe of years of leaving it. 
There are others who are un- 
der the power of evil cuſtoms, 
- whoſe caſe is different. They 
| ſeem to be, and are in a ſenſe , 
1 * ee. 3 
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well accuſtomed to do good as 
they are to do evil: They who 


did not fear God in their youth, 


upon whoſe minds and actions 
there , was not an early reſtraint, 


but it was late ere they came to 


conſider the arguments of religi- 
on, and the evidences of another 
ſtate : And becauſe they are of 
undeniable force, therefore there 
mult be ſome regard to them, yet 
ſo as that they will keep their 


cuſtom in ſinning likewiſe. From 


hence it is that we ſhall ſome- 
times find em very ſtrict in the 


obſervation of the Lord's day, 
which is highly commendable. 
They are conſtant at their devo- WM 
tions on that day, both publick al 
and private: But the next day, 
the love of wine and company 
ſhall overcome them, by which it 
appears that an ill cuſtom will 
continue: Saiuts on the Lord's day, 
and fots all the week after. I have 
wonder'd to obſerve what expreſ- 
ions, not only of Ingenuity but 

Fier 
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Piety, I have heard from ſome 
who could not reſiſt a temptation 
to that beaſtly and abominable 
vice. Nay, after their conſci- 
| ences have tormented them, and 
friends reproved them, and mi- 
| Niſters whom they love have in- 
treated them, and have obtained 
ſolemn promiſes and engage- 
ments from them ; yet having 
been accuſtomed to that baſe fin, 
they have ſtill continued it. 

Others who ſeem ſometimes 
very religious, coverouſneſs and 
the love of the world ſhall make 
them gripe the poor : or cheat 
and diflemble in the way of their 
calling. 

Thus when men do not begin 
at firſt to be religious, but ac- 
cuſtom themſelves to doevil,they 
come afterwards (if I may ſo {ay} 
to mix religion and Irreligion 
together. Their religious ſer- 
vices are (as our Saviour's expreſ- 
ſioa is) like puting 7eww 20790 17210 
old bottles, which taints it and 
Nn | makes 
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Early Piety. 
ome Inakes it good for nothing. Some 
tion people will have ſomewhat of tre- 
able Wigion, which may a little quiet 
iſci- Itheir minds, but an evil cuſtom 
makes it altogether inſignificant 
as to the ſaving of their ſouls; be- 
in- cauſe their minds are not renew- 
ed ed.. K 
ge- And if cuſtom in finning pre- 
ng vails ſo much where there is ſome 
in, ſenſe of religion and ſerious con- 

ſideration wr anothet ſtare, it muſt 

es needs tyrannize in thoſe that are 
xd I more brutiſh. What an aſtoni ſh- 
de || ing thing is it to ſee how men 
it ff that are addicted to drunkenneſs 
ir will continue it in deſpight of all 
oppoſition, or all arguments 

1 | whatſoever, You ſhall ſometimes 
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ſee one of low degree, ſo beſot- ll 


td to the love of drink and ſwi- 
| I niſh companions ; that it is not 
| the flaſhes of Hell in his conſci- 


ence, which ſuch men have con- nll 


feſt, in reference to another life, 
it is not the bitter complaint of a 
lorrow-bjtten wife, ort e fight of 
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his pale and ragged children, 
though he loves t : It is not 
the fear of a 7ayl, and of himſel 
as well as his family wanting 
Bread, that can make him leave 


that fin. I have heard a drunk- 


ard wiſh that drunkenneſs were 
Treaſon or Felony, intimating 
that nothing but the expectation 
of an untimely death can be of 
force ſtrong enough to break off 
the cuſtom of that fin, which 
is in it ſelf certainly the moſt 
odious of any vice, becauſe it de- 
prives a man of himſelf, _ 
Some have thought that they 
could not curſe their enemies 


- worſe than to wiſh that they 


might be delighted in an evil 


cuſtom: and I think they were 
not miſtaken, for it doth ſtrangely 


tyrannize, notwithſtanding the 


ſtrongeſt force of argument that 


can be brought againſt it ; and 


which the accuſtomed finner ac 


knowledges ſhould prevail with 
him. The language of the ftaners 
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Early Piety, 113 
eart is, J muſt acknowledge 
that what you ſay is true, but 
Jam otherwiſe engaged. If I 
© had intended to live a religi- 
© ous life, I would have begun 
' it before, but now I know not 
ho to do it; my mind and 7 
company is-otherwiſe diſpoſed, 
© and I cannot now alter my con- 
e of verſation : your arguments are 
* {trong enough to convince my 
nich“ reaſon, but not to break a 
noſt “ cuſtom. It was the juſt com- 
de- plaint of the great Moral iſt, Rati- 

one non componimum ſed conſuent- 
wy ¶ Vine abducimur, &c. We are not 
ies I ſo much ruled by reaſon, as we 
ey are carried away by cuſtom. 
vil This argument ſhould be of 
re mighty force with the young man, 
ly © jeſt as Jacob ſaid concerning 70+ 
1 %, when he ſaw the coat, Gen. 
at 37.22. Au eiui beaſt hath devoured 
din, Joſeph is rent in pieces, fo 
his parents or friends ſhould la- 
h | ment for him, and ſay; An evil 
- | 
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114 The Benefit of 
= cuſtom hath devoured him, ht 
is utterly ruined. t 
Who is there that hath any ſe. 
rious conſideration of the happi. 
neſs and miſery of man, both in 
this life and the next, who wil 
not ſay, that it had been better 
for a man never to have been 
born, than to be ruled by the 
power of an evil habit, contrary 
to his reaſon and underſtanding? 
what a grievous thing is it when 
conſcience drives one way, and 
cuſtom draws another way, and 
is too hard for it ? 
- Whois there that is thus enſla- 
ved, who would not think him- 
ſelf happy if it were otherwiſe 
with him? This miſchief the 
young man may avoid. Inſtead 
of being accuſtomed to evil, he 
may be accuſtomed to that which 
is good, which is the happieſt I m. 
1 in the world. He * is . 
accuſtomed to do well, will much I þþ 
leſs leave it, than he that is ac- ll th 
cuſtomed to do evil: for my 1 
| Yo 


„ he that takes in at firſt with 
is reaſon and conſcience, will 
Huch leſs leave that courſe, than 
e that offers violence to them, 
ind runs away with his luſts and 
vickedneſs. , Beſides, the plea- 
ures of religion are infinitely 
greater than the pleaſures of fin; 
and therefore cuſtom mult needs 
prevail on that hand, as well as 
on the other. 'To this I may add, 
en that be who is accuſtomed to the 
and Nuays of religion, meets only with 
ind temptations to coxrupt his will, 
but no argument to his under- 
la- ſanding. He that is accuſtomed 
m. to do evil always, knows that 
ie Ihe ſhould do otherwiſe ; but he 
he ¶ that is accuſtomed to that which 
di; good, hath religion, and rea- 
1” fon, and cuſtom,” all conſenting 
h together, and muſt needs 
it make him happy. If a Child be 
trained up in ts way in which be 
h ſhould walk, or makes choice of 
that way, when he is old he wil! 
not depart from it. Uwillinlargo 
A 2 4 ; no 1 
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vo further upon this argument 
but only aſk the young man thi 
one Queſtion: Whether he had 
rather all the days of his life, that 
the ways of God ſhould be un- 
couth to him, or the ways of fin 
and wickedneſs ? he is at hi 
choice, it is according to mens 
beginning when they are young. I mo 
Now is the time in which youfl ſhc 
uſt reſolye, whether it be beſt in 
to, that which is good, or to that] ed 


* 


2 Ul. Ear Bi ety is good to pre · ¶ ne 


vent hardneſs of heart: That ob- ca 
duracy by which it is that men, I th 
acting contrary to the reaſon of I or 
their minds, do become in a great I g. 
meaſure inſenſible of their con- a 
dition, and the danger which they | I 
are in. This may well be joyn- 
ed to that which I laſt ſpoke of; 
for when men accuſtom them- 
ſelves to 40 Evil, they find a necef 
3 ity of hardenin their minds a- 
ost the force of thoſe ſecretim- 
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ment Wortunities: from within, and 
in thii-ong arguments from without, 


e hadvhich will otherwiſe preyail with 
„ that hem to 40 ec de ad Pre or 
de un. rather diſtempef Uf mind, ſhews 
of fin 2 man to be in the worſt C ondition 
t histhat any perſon can be in. The 
mens Devil himſelf can deſire nothing 
bung. more of any man, than that he 
youſſ ſhould. have his mind hardened 
beſt in an evil courſe ; tor. by. this, all 
Ives the means of Salvation are refithe 
that ed by him, and becomes ineffe- 
ctual, and he is fitted for all man- 
pre · ¶ ner of wickedneſs. And. what 
ob · can the Devil defire more, than 
cn, ¶ that he ſhould turn his back up- il 
1 of on the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
cat go the direct way, as he hall 
On- appoint ; him, to Hell and to 
nee,, 100 ts 
In- I do not intend to enlarge up: 
f on this particular, becauſe | ſhall 
N- have an occaſion to ſpeak. ſome+: 
what to the ſame purpoſe, when il 
a 1 come to conſider the caſe of F Mi 
late penitents, or rather pf thalg x 
1 Who 
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who 3 to themſelves that 
they! 
while, I will only ſtate the caſe 
as it is, and defire all young peo- 
ple to confider of it. | 
When thoſe that are young re- 
fuſe the Toke, and will not ſuffer 
the impreſſions of religion in their 
minds, - but addi& themſelves to 
the pleaſures of /in ; whatſoever 
the pretence may be (and it is not 
to be imagin'd but the Devil is ſo 
cunning, as that he can eaſily de- 
lude a young man, when he doth 
not reſolve to be religious againſt 
all temptations and ſuggeſtions 
= whatſoever) they muſt then con- 
= ſult their eaſe, altho'(which is ve- 
E ry fad to conſider of) they know 
chat it is in vain'for them to think 
of conſulting any ſatisfaction in a 


the young man is, that he may 
= have a great ſenſe of the pleaſures 
= of fin, and no ſenſe of God and of 
= his duty to him, by which he ſhall 
be diſturbed. He would have all 
—_ mirth 


all be ſuch. In the mean if 


finful courſe. The great defire of 
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that .irthand jollity, and feaſting him- 
mean elf with pleaſures, whatſoever 
| caſe becomes of him' afterwards; but 
peo Ine doth not love the hand writing 
Jon the wall, which tells him of 
om what is befalling him. His unhap- 
þ er Ipineſs (for ſo * accounts it) is 
heir that he cannot enjoy beaſtly plea- 
to ¶ſures, as beaſts do; but that there 
ever muſt be diſquietments about 
* him which they are freed from, 
5 o and therefore his great Atchieve- 
ment, which inſtead of piety and 
oth rertue he aims at, 'is to get off 
inſt thoſe diſquietments. He is vext at 
Ns F his conſcience, that it will not let 
on- him alone, but r0rment him for 
V-- If forgetting that there is a God, and 
chat he is a Man: And therefore 
he reſolves to oppoſe the dictates 
_ of that, and Give it is a faculty 
ot which may be in a great meaſure - 
7) FE ſubdu'd and ſilenc d, he isreſolv'd 3M 
— that his conſcience ſhall be ſo, that. all 
ff he may be as quiet as he can. His 
1 will ſhall be of his under- nl 
; ſanding and reaſon, and com- 


x20 The Benefit of 
mand it to be ſilent and give way 
to reſolution, how deſperate and 
unaccountable ſoever it be. leal 
here is beſides his conſcience, qui 
or rather together with it; the ſpi· II lu 
rit of God ſtriving with him toHere 
bear the Zoke,importuning hbimtoþ.1;o 
make a good choice at firſt, by 
which: he may come to be happy 
for ever after. Vicious perſons 
have cbnfeſt, that they had ſuch} 
ſtrong iim portunĩties to Piet), 
when they were young, and had 
not hardned themſelves in ſinful 
courſes, that they could not think 
they proceeded only from theirſi 
conſciences, but that the holy 
fpirit- of God did-earneſtly con- 
tend with them. That perſon 
whoſe death-bed expreſſions | 
mentioned, as well as many others, 
confeſt that it was his caſe. 
The young ſinners checks off 
his —— do proceed from 
the Goodneſs of God to him, and 
therefore ſhould oblige him to a 
compliance; but it is all to no 
. pure 
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e wa:rpoſe :. Others may love God 
e and and forſake their youthful 
: leaſures for his ſake; and at his 
ence queſt. But he loves his youth- 
'K luſts and pleaſures beſt,” and 
erefore will forſake God and 
ligion for their ſakes; notwith- 
anding the infinite goodneſs and 
*PPMondeſcention of God in the ear- 
N onapeſt ſolicitations of his holy ſpirit. 
ſuch: is a trouble t6 him that ſo ſoon” | 
she de parts from God, God doth' 
had ot depart from him, and let him 
nfullone to purſue his luſts and 
1kBlcaſures without diſturbance, 
11Vnd therefore it is that he hardens 
oy pimſelf againſt God, by a reſo- 
*""Yution not to liſten to his ſecret 
on notions and importunities. 
; l The young Man hath more 
15, Fork yet to Þ : beſides the ſtir” 1 
that is within him, there is di- 
ſturbance from without. The mi- 
niſtry of the word 'vexes him. 
He is, it may be, forced to go to 
hurch, and he cannot hear a mi- 
vilter,but he is ready to ſay of him ,Q 
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| as Abad ſaid of Micatah, I latiſ con 
him, for he goth not prophecy god tha 
ccncerning me, but evil. He there-· ¶ ma 
fore reſolves, that he will not re -· Go 
gard what he faith, ſo as to ſufferſ go 
any impreſſion upon his mind. No 
He hardens his heart ſo that the I Lo 
z2po-edged ſtrord ſhall not cut it. doc 
He will look upon praying and mii 

preaching only as things in Or 
courſe, which no body ſhall need tur 
to regard, ſo as to alter the courſe Go 
ofa finful life for the ſake of hen. of i 
Hearing does no hurt to his fin, I inſt 
ſo long as he is reſolved againſt Yor 
doing. If the miniſter that he hears it, 
.prefles him hard by the force of fart 
arguments, he will either con- 
ceive ſome prejudice againſt him, 
and that, how unaccountable ſo- 
ever it be, ſhall make him ſlight 
what he ſays, though it be from 
God's word that he ſpeaks it, or 
elſe he will hear ſome other man. 
Whatſoever is ſaid to him, he is 
reſolved to continue as he is; and 
as hardneſs increaſes, ſo doth his 
: con- 
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Early Piety. 123 
contempt of religion. It may be, 
that in a ſhort time the young 
man is ſo far from trembling at 
God's word, or being any ways 
governed by it; that he will not 
ſo much as hear it; but on the 
Lord's day, he can run up and 
down the city to ſee a great many 
miniſters preaching, but hear none. 
Or he is ſo hardned, that he can 
turn his back upon the worſhip of 
God wholly, and make it a day 
of ſinful pleaſures. Thus 4h he 
inſtead of bearing the Toke in his 
Youth, harden his mind againſt 
it, and the longer he lives, the 
farther he is from it. His min- i 
is wholly ſet upon other things. MM 
Chriſt ſtauds at his door & knocks, 
but he is reſolved he will not let 
him in, knowing that he muſt turn 
another inhabitant out, which he 
will not part with. And whatſo- 
ever is {aid to him from the word 
of God, tho? he cannot deny but 
it is from the word of God, yet 
be can deny regarding of it; and 

4 there: 
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therefore the language of his ſoul 
is like that of the Idolaters, Jer. 
44.16. As for the word that thyn 
haſt ſpoken unto uus in the named 
the Lord, wwe will not hearken 
z/mto thec. But we will certain. 
ao whatſoever thing goeth ont if 
cur own mouth, &c. And at 
length it may be, that which aove 
firſt he deſired is granted to bim ma! 
but it is like a ſick man's deſire ci very 
that which makes his conditionflh; 
i: recoverable. He defired thatffeont 
Cad might let him alone, and he 
e oes ſo. His deſire was to harde 
his heart ſo that he might feel n 
diſturbance, and he hath his de 
fire, in a great meaſure, granted 
to him. As God ſaid to Eyhrainſpbat 
he is joyned to Idols, let him alonWhar: 
ſo God ſaith of the man that reſniſc, 
ſuſed the Toke in his Youth, he 
iully bent upon ſin and wickedneſs 
Je him alone: He hath bee 
ile from his Youth, let hin 6 
ile till. In his filthineſ pf the 
lewdneſs, or wicked obſtinacy Make 
4934; P. Becat! 
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foul gecauſe T would have purged 
Jer ¶ lim from his filthineſs, and he 
ou was not purged, therefore be 
2e Vall not be purged from his fil- 
rkoehineſs any more, till I have cau- 
Inn fury to reſt upon him. His 
U oflbardning himſelf againſt God, 
d hath provoked him to give him 
h aFover to a judicial hardneſs, which 
bim makes his condition paſt all reco- 
re very. And when we conſider 
itioß what horrid wickedneſs, what 
thaffeontempt of God and of religion 
d hq young perſons are guilty of, for 
rdeſſwant of Farly Picty, we may 
fear that this ſhould become their 
$ de aſe, if it be not ſo already. 
ne Solomon ſaith, Happy is the man 
amghat feareth alway, but he that 
one haranet h his heart ſhall fall into 
it renſchief, Prov. 28. 14. A man 
he rannot be ſaid to fear alway, un- 
InelWeſs he begins to fear when he is 
beeſhoung; that is, to have that fear 
11 f God in his mind, and that ſenſe 
5 Wt the danger of a finful life, which 
ac) Wakes him careful of his actions; 
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but he that hardenerh his heart 
that is, he who caſteth off fear Nera 
Hall fall into miſchief. Let non 
the young man ask me, what theÞim 
happineſs is on one hand, or then 
' miſchief on the other, for I can Po 
not tell him. I may ſay, thaqÞ*ier 
Heaven and Hell muſt anſwerhat 
thoſe queſtions ; but yet from 
what I have ſaid, he may conſi auſ 
der the danger of refufing thefſpe 
Yoke in his youth, to be ver 
great. . 6 
IV. Early Piety is good tilt 
prevent a wounded ſpirit, tha Sc 
4nward and ſecret guilt which tea 
always gnawing and tormentingþ'cat 
the ſinner who is impenitent and ordi 
not exceedingly hardned in 1are! 
wickedneſs, The young perlo 
doth no ſooner refuſe the YokeWnat | 
but fear and terror doth in ſongirea 
meaſure ſurprize him; and affen © 
tho” he may ſtrive to harden h 
heart, ſo as he may have 1 errib 
ſenſe of what he hath done, eien 


it is doubtful whether ever Men, 
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ear tin ſo effect it as to have any to- 
fear Nerable eaſe in his mind. He 
t noeEannot but often think within 
t theſhimſelf, that he hath more rea- 
on to be diſquieted, from what 
od's word and his own” con- 
jence tells him, and all men 
hat wiſn him well; than to be 
from tontented with his condition, be- 
onſi Tauſe it is a common caſe, and 
theEſpecially amongſt young men ; 
which is to act directly contrary” 
J God's word, in fo!lowing: 4: 
d t ultitude to do evil. Qt 
tha Some harden themſelves a 
ch iFreat deal more, and ſome a 
tinWreat deal ſooner than others, ac- 
ording to the example of their 
| hiarents, or thoſe amongſt whom 
hey live; and it is to be feared 
oke bat there are many (as 1 have 
om Already mentioned) who are gi- 
en over to a judicial hardneſs, 
nd ſhall never repent, but have 
errible convulſions in their con- 
ciences to think of their condi - 
jon, and are often arreſted with 4 
| G 3 terrible 1 
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terrible fears and diſquietments. 
Thoſe that refuls to bear 
God's Yoke, which is eaſy, have hou 
the Devil's ſhackle inſtead of it, Mion 
which is ſo galling and uneaſy, Mior 
that they are never at quiet, ſe i 
Sometimes the thoughts of their 
condition diſturbs their mirth. Ia Nhe! 
laughter their hearts are ſorrou-· raid 
Ful; and if they can forget their ſþein 
condition till their jollity be done, out 
mu the end of their mirth is 
| beauineſi. | When 
if This Argument ſhould be of en 
great force with young people, if wt 
they conſider, that it is not only 
the caſe of thoſe that continue the ny y 
rr of fin, but of thoſe few {Walk 
ikewiſe who repent when they 
have loſt the pleaſure of ſerving Go 
God in their youth, and become ſnd 
religious. This ſeems to be the Necui 
caſe of Jeb by that complaint Fhic 
which he made, chap. 13. v. 26. iter 
T houwriteſt bitter things againſt nd 
me, and makeſt me to poſſeſs the hurt 
ſius of my youth. It's certain, Is 
23> 7 thole 
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hoſe who begin late to be religi- 
us, are very apt to miſ giving 


houghts concerning their condi- 


jon ; eſpecially when any aMi- 
jon ſcizeth upon them. They 
re in doubt, whether God hath 
ccepted of the latter fruits, ſincę 


he Devil had the 77/, and are a- 


raid that inſtead of their ſervices 


eing accepted, the ſins of their 


routh have render'd them for e- 


er abominable. This may make 


hem often pray, as David did, 
Remember not the ſins of my 
5h, nor my tranſgreſſions, 
Pal. 25. ). He that can ſay, from 
ny youth have I feared God, and 


alked in his ways, and made it 


y ſincere endeavour to pleaſe 


od, hath the moſt fixed, ſolid 


ind durable comfort, and the beſt 
<curity againſt fears and doubts, 
which are apt toſurprize late p2- 
tents. As a man feels the pains 
ind aches of broken bones and 
hurts, of which he is long ſince 
ecovered, ſo that there is no. 
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danger as to his life; ſo thoſe 


that have broken the peace of 


their minds, and wounded their 


conſciences by known fins long 
ſince committed, may feel the 
ſmart of them many years after, 
altho' their fins be forgiven, and 
there be no danger as to their 
immortal ſouls. 77 is good for a 
man that he bear the Toke in his 
o, that he may not be per- 
plexed with thoſe fears and diſ- 
ietments which oft-times befall 
Rab that begin to bear it after- 
wards, 
But this is only the caſe of a 
few; for as the Devil tempts 
young perſons to neglect their 
duties to God at firſt, with a de- 
ſign to keep them always in the 
practice of fin ; ſo he doth for 
the molt part prevail with them, 
and it they do not harden them - 
ſelves ſo as to caſt off fear, it 
roves very tormenting to them. 
They have real fears; they are 
afraid, and none can er ge 
1 8 2 at 


He is a-bewildred 


they cry peace when there is no 
feace ; for they are at enmity *' 
with God, and are in the number 
of the children of diſobedience, a- 
gainſt whom his wrath is coming. 
They have likewiſe imaginary 
ſears : They are afraid where no 
fear is: As Cain was afraid that 
every man, ſo a guilty ſinner is 
ſometimes afraid leſt every thin 
ſhould ſlay him. The inward — 
real cauſe of fear makes him upon 
all occaſions ſuſpect ſome hurt 
coming to him, when there is n 
apparent danger. 
Their diſquietments muſt 
needs be great if we either conſi- 
der their caſe in general, or with 
relation to particular acts. 
I. If we conſider the caſe of 
that ſinner in general. He is 
wrong: He is out of the way. He 
ſhould be in the narrow way that 
leads to life, and he is in the broad 
way that leads to deſtruction. 
child that is 


G 5 out 


Early Piety. 13 2 | 


mat it is without cauſe, unleſe 


* 


8 


WM 


* 


£ x * 5 264 I * 17 ** 
_— . 2 5 J , ; 
132 The Benefit of 
1 5 
* 


dodut of the way to his father's 
huouſe. His ſoul is among them 


that ſeek to deſtroy it. He that 
Faith, I will mn my youthful 
luſts, and not bear the Yoke, may 
as well ſay, Iwill now provide a 
torment to my ſou], which ſhall 
laſt all the days of my life, and I 
hall feelit all my life, though it 
may be [ ſhall not diſcover it till 
my death. : 

2. If we conſider the caſe of 
young people, as to particular acts 
f n refuſe the Toke. 
The Devil will ſtick ſome poy- 
ſonous dart or other in their ſouls, 
which ſhall prove a torment to 
them as long as they live. It may 
'be they ſhall be guilty of ſome 


horrible contempt of God, and of 
religion. -Young perſons in this 

age climb apace, and get into the 
Feat of the ſcornſul, but it often 
happens that they do not fit eaſy 


in that ſeat, however they conti- 


nue in it. They are often forc'd 
10 think, that there is a fearful 
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puniſhment coming upon thoſs i 
that affront Heaven, and deride at Ml 
goodneſy as appears by the con- 
feſſions of ſuch perſons, when fick-. 
neſs and the fears of death are 
upon them. Thoſe who ſeem to 
be moſt undaunted in wickedneſs, . 
have diſcovered that they were 
never freed from grievous. terrors 
and perplexities of mind. Some- 
times we find, that ſecond-table-- 
fins have been the chief cauſe of 
their torment... Diſobedience to- 
Parents, and uncleanneſs, (of 
which I have already made men- 
tion) make grievous gaſhes in- 
their conſciences. But there is an- 
other ſin which I would ſpcak of, 
that proves a dreadful and a laſt- 
ing torment to the mind, and that 
is the fin of fraud, or of theft. 
When a young man hath wrong | 
ed another, by taking that which = 
is not his own, it is of fearful: 
conſequence, becauſe it is a fin # 
which requires reſtitution, or ag 
knowledgment of the fault in gf 
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of Inability to reſtore. The thief 
is aſhamed wwhen he is found, and 
he is exceedingly aſhamdl to diſ- 
cover himſelf, and the baſe ſin 
which he hath been guilty of; and 
for that reaſon it is, that many 
A young men run into deſperatc 
courſes becauſe they know not 
how, without great Shame and 
confuſion, to get out of that la- 
barynth into which fraud hath 
plung'd them : And by this 
means they continue under the 
prefluresof guilt and fear. Fraud 
and Injuſtice are not only a vio- 
lation of the written law of God, 
but likewiſe ſuch a violation of 
the common principles of nature, 
that no man can poſſibly bear the 
thoughts of what he hath done, 
| unleſs he be ſtrangely hardned in 
| wickedneſs, and becomes a beaſt 


reaſon and underſtanding. I am 
confident, there are many young 
men who are ſo ſenſible of the 

Eneccility of a religious life, that 


of prey, rather than a Man of 
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the practice of it, if they were nor- 
horribly entangled by the fin ofß 
fraud and cozenage. q 
Thus, beſides the general caſe | 
of the ſinner, who being at en- 
mity againſt God in his mind, 
can never be at quiet in himſelf; IM 
there are particular acts of fin, | 
which prove to be a grievous tor- 
ment. | 1 
I hope by what I have ſaid it 
appears, that early piety is good 
to prevent thoſe fears and diſqui- 
etments of mind which attend a 
ſinful life, and to ſettle a ſolid 
and durable joy and rejoicing in 
the ſoul. It lays a ſure foundation 
for that feace which paſfeth all 
underſtanding. He that betimes 
delighteth himſelf inthe Almigh- 
ty, his joy and rejoicing never 
ceaſeth, but continues with him, 
through all rhe ſtages of this lite, "Wi 
and then paſſeth with him to a Ml 
glorious immortality. He hath *MM 
that joy in the ring of his years, 
Which, ol 
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p on” 136 The Benefit of 
F which no winter can kill or cauſe I a 
to decay. Whatever fails him his I the 
early piety will ſtick to him, and I hat 
will be a laſting and durable ſa- hir 
tis faction. He that bears the Toke im 
in his youth is one to whom God un. 
g1veth ſongs inthe nig ht; but he ||| ev 
that refuſcth it, ſerves a maſter I fi 
that doth not give him ſongs in th 
the day. He is either tormented J ha 
all his life-time, if he continues I on 
impenitent, with perplexing hor- fe 
rible fears; or 25 = his o< 
heart is hardned, and he is inſen- | of 
ſible of his condition, which is a th 
thouſand times worſe. Larly Þ 


. Piety is good againſt both. 7 
V. Farly piety is good to pre- e 
vent preſumption and vain conti- I h 


dence; by which it is, that when I f. 
a man is in a wrong ſtate, and in I x 
that way which leads to deſtructi - i: 
on, he concludes that it ſhall go þ 
well with him at laſt, and he ſhall v 
be in as happy a condition, as :t 

he had begun at firſt to b- rcii- 
| gious, I thought it very proper 
iv \ that 
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Early Pieix. 137 
that this particular ſhould follow 3 
the two former. When a man 
hath begun wrong, and knows 
himſelf to be in the ſtate of the 
impenitent, it muſt needs bring 
unſpeakable torments to his ned 

every time that he ſeriouſly con- 
fiders it: And therefore to avoid 
this, either he doth deſperately 
harden his heart, that he may go 
on in a wicked courſe without 
fear, neither conſidering what he 
does, nor what will be the event 
of his actions, nor yet enduring 
that any one ſhould tell him of 
his danger, for he hates inſtru- 
ction and deſpiſetrh reproof : or 
elſe he propounds ſomewhat to Mi 
himſelf, from which he hopes he WM 
ſhall have happineſs in the end, 
and upon that, how vain ſoever 
it be, he depends, or I may ſay 
he makes it. his pillow upon 
which he lays him down and 
lieeps, as ſecurely as he can, all” | 
his life-time. He is by this at 

ſome kind of caſe, altho' __ $44 
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L the Yoke in their Youth. They 
have greater, tho' not better con- 


better for him if he were under 
- continual torment. His condition 
muſt needs be bad, who thinks it 
is good when it is not, and it muſt 
needs be bad in the ſinners caſe, 
becauſe by how much his vain 
confidence that it ſhall go well 
with him encreaſeth, by ſo much I 


doth his danger encreaſe. The n 
wound of fin in the ſoul grows the 
more incurable, according to the I Tt 

| finner's inſenſibility of the pains yet 
of it, which makes him careleſs J ſal 

of uſing the right means for the I for 
cure of it; and this inſenſibility I th 
roceeds from his vain hope, that I th 

all will be well at laſt. Hiscon- D 
dition is very ſad, becauſe he is | he 


ſecure in a bad ftate, for by this J 1 
means all the force of arguments, I 2. 
by which ſinners are brought to t! 
repentance, and into a happy con- t 
dition, are utterly loſt upon him, i 
this we may juſtly fear, is the 1 
caſe of thouſands who do not bear 
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nder dence that it ſhould be well with 
[tion Itbem than thoſe that began at 
ks it firſt to be religious. The good 
nuſt J man may ſometimes ſay as o 
aſe, £ did, I have ſinned, what ſhall I 
vain %? when the preſumptuous ſin- 

vell I ner ſaith, hall have peace, tho 

uch Tall after the imaginations of 

he ¶ ny ow072 heart. I will grant, that 
ws the vicious young man may ſay, 

he | Tho' I will not bear the yoke, 
ns ff yet I will be as confidenr of my 

is | falvation as they that do. But alas 

16 for him! This Hope comes from 
ty || the author of deſpair, - and from 
at the ſubje& of it too: It is the 
1- | Devil that gives the finner this 

is hope, who hath none for himſelf. | 
The children are cheated by him, 

„ as the parents were. He told 
them that they ſhould not 4e, . 
- | tho'theydifobey'd, notwithſtand- BY 
ning God had ſaid otherwiſe; and! WW 
in like manner he tells the chil- We 
dren, that they ſhall be happy at WM 
laſt, although they do that the | 
whilſt which makes all men mi- 
ſerable. 3 1 
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If he had feared God in his 
youth, he ſhould have been well 
aſſured of his ſalvation, for then 
God's word and promiſes had been 
his ſecurity. But ſince he negleQ- 
ed it, 6 is engaged in a ſinful 
courſe, he reſolves to be as quiet 
as he can, and to hope that he 
ſhall be happy at laſt, tho' he 
hath nothing but the Devil's word 
for it. 115 . 
This preſumption and vain con- 
fidence proceeds trom the expecta- 
tion of God's mercy, upon a late 
repentance. As the Devil, when 


he tempted our Saviour, would 


have had him caſt himſelf down 


from the pinacle of the Temple, 


= urging that the Scripture was his 
= ſecurity, that God had given his 


5 Angels charge over him; ſo he 
tempts the finner to obey his mo- 


tions to ſin and wickedneſs, be- 
cauſe the ſcripture hath declared 


that God is merciful to ſinners, 


and that thoſe who repent, and 
turn to him ſhall be ſaved. This 
is che young man's refuge, of 
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which he is as confident as if 
there were no doubt to be made 
of it. When we tell impenitent 
ſinners who did not at firſt chooſe: 
the fear of t he Lord, that they will 
for ever periſn, except they re- 
pent, they readily grant it, but it 
doth not trouble them, becauſe 


they doubt not but they ſhall take 


off the exception. It makes no 
more impreſſion upon them, than 
if we ſhould tell a notorious ma- 
lefactor that he will certainly be 
executed if he doth not beg the 
King's pardon, which he will be 
very ready to do. The minds of 
ſinners are poſſeſſed with ſuch 
thoughts of the mercy of God, 
and the merits of a Saviour, that 
they think they ſhall not fail of 


forgiveneſs unleſs they fail to aſk 


it, And if by ſudden death they 
ſhould be deprived of aſking it 


(which is not a very common caſe, We 


and therefore they will adventure 


it) they hope that God will how- 1 


ever have mercy upon them, for 
3 Ar ate they 3; 


}. 
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hard caſe if God ſhould deſtroy 
them, becauſe they had no time 
to'aſk him forgiveneſs. 

| If they have time in their ſick- 
neſs, and the uſe of their reaſon, 
they will repent, and if they have 
not, they hope they ſhall obtain 
mercy without it. 

This is' the Devil's bait, by 
which, he catches young people. 
This is the ſnare which he lays 
for em, and God knows they run 
apace into it: What a train of de- 
luſions and vain ſuggeſtions doth 
he lay for thoſe that will not bear 
the yoke ? Inſtead of embracing 
the ways of truth at firſt, they 
give themſelves up to lies all their 
ys. Io the end therefore that 

they may not be thus deluded, I 
= ſhall enlarge ſomewhat more up- 
On this than I haye done upon 
the former Heads, 

I) be caſe is plainly this: Tho' 
the young man ſerves fin and the 

Devil at firſt; yet he hopes ar laſt 
chat by his repentance he ſhall 


they think it would be a very 


[2 * 


roy 
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become the ſervant of God, or 
be in the ſame caſe with God's 
{ervants as to another world. 

'That young men may not pe- 
riſh for ever by this delufion, I 
earneſtly intreat them to conſider 
what I ſhall offer to them from 
theſe ſeveral Heads. 

1. I ſhall conſider ſomewhat 
from the nature of repentance. If 
the young man rightly conſiders 
what it is, he will have little rea- 
ſon to live a ſinful life upon the 
hopes of it afterwards. There 


are two things in it: Sorrow for 


what is paſt, and Amendment 
tor the time to come. 

1. Let us conſider what the 
griet and ſorrow of repentance is. 
t is a real and uhfeigned ſorrow 
in the heart of a ſinner for what 


he hath done. And it is more 


or leſs, according to the circum- 


ſtances of his caſe and faults | 
which he hath committed. It is 
either according to the dayzer Wl 


that a man hath brought himſelf 


1 into, 1 


4 
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144 The Benefit of 
into, or the baſeneſi and 1mwr. || mar 
thineſs of the fact, conſidering a- N whi 
gainſt whom it was committed. | by 
Repentance is ſometimes called] ſorr 
ſhame and confuſion, and it is that tem: 
which all young perſons may ex- I is t. 
pect who refuſe the yoke, accord- I wh 
ing to that which the Prophet I fine 
faith of Ephraim, Jer. 31.19. J tha 
was aſhamed, yea even confound- Þ dif 
ea,becaunſe I did bear the reproach I hir 
of my youth. He that dotha || it \ 
baſe and wilſul act, and intends I ih: 
to repent afterwards, doth not a1! 
conſider what repentance ' is: Vi. 
What trouble and perplexity ſeiz- I kr 
eth upon the mind of him that | ov 
looks back upon his Actions: on 
What achings of heart : What || ve 
diſquieting thoughts: How many tr. 
reſtleſs hours: What conſultation v 
with Miniſters and others: What a2 
praying and crying to God there is 
is before the ſinner can be ſatiſ- I} tl 
fied that his repentance is accept - f. 
eds, and that his fin is e! 0 
1. The grief of repentance is v 

= according to the danger that a 
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Early Piety. 145 
man hath brought himſelf into, of | 
which we may take ſome eſtimate 
by confidering what grief and 
ſorrow there is in reference to 
temporal evils. What bitternefs 
is there in the ſoul of a prodigal 
when he comes to beggary, and 
finds himſelf friendleſs? Or in him 
that hath brought ſome grievous 


diſeaſe to himſelf, which puts 


him to intolerable pain, and makes 
it very doubtful whether ever he 
ſhall eſcape ? How bitterly doth 
a man mourn when his fleſh and 
his body are conſumed, and he 
knows that it is the effect of his 
own wickedneſs and folly ? Every 
one knows the caſe of ſuch to be 
very grievous. And if a man be ſo 
troubled about temporal things, 
what muſt he be about thoſe that 
are ſpiritual and eternal. How 
1s he tormented when he hath 
thrown away his ſou], and is a- 
fraid that it is paſt regaining? If a 
diſeaſe in the body be ſo grievous, 
what is a wounded ſpirit ? What 
{+ 1 3 grief 
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grief muſt it needs be to the ſin 
ner when he conſiders, that it hath 
been his buſineſs from his youth, 
to heap up wrath unto himſc| 
"oy the day of wrath ? 

If therefore it may be granted 
that young men are not Atheiſts, Nor g 
but will acknowledge that there conc 
is a God, and that religion is a Wh. 
real thing; how can they imagine ſit to 
repentance to be ſuch an eaſy I the 
thing, that they may from the whe 
expectation of it, make choice of Ho- 
that way to ſalvation, and not ra- and 
ther begin ſo at firſt, that they N tha! 
may not have a ſinful life to re- the 
pent of? For can any one think wh 
that when he comes ſeriouſly to Nast 
conſider his danger, that he is in Nis: 
a ſinful fate, that he is under the || Ge 
power and dominion of fin, and | wh 
in the way to everlaſting de- bet 
ſtruction; it ſhall be but a ha 
light grief and ſorrow to him ? ble 
1 am ſure he doth not un- ane 
derſtand or conſider what re- {| *! 
pentance is. And I may doubt 
whether he ever converſed with 
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: ſin- any who were late penitents, for 
bathYthey are not often to be found. 3 
th, 2. When a man repents he 
Z Honſiders the perſon offended. If Þ 
he be eminent in place, and one 

tedthat is able to do him great good, 
iſts or great hurt, he is accordingly | 
ere ¶concern'd at what he hath done. 
is af What a heart-breaking-ſorrow is 
ine I it to a poor man, when he hath loſt' 
aly tlie favour of a rich man, upon 
the whom he had a great dependance? 8 
of How doth that poor man run up* - | 
ra- and down, to make friends to him, 
ey that his mind may be at eaſe? It 
e- fl the diſpleaſure of a great man, 
nk | who is bac Auſt and afhes, as well 
to as the meaneſt, be ſo terrible, what 
in ſis the diſpleaſure of the great 
e Ged of Heaven and Earth? And 
d when men come to repent, and to 
- bethink themſelves of what they 
a have done, they are far more ſenſi- 
; ble ofthe diſpleaſure of that great 
and infinite Sei ng, than any can be 
at the diſpleaſure of another man. 
he grief of repentance is ac- 
K cord 
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148 The Benefit of 
F, cording to the obligation that the 
wpegnitent is under to him whom 

be hath offended. Ingratitude 
| makes a terrible reflection, and 
© nothing doth more ſhame and 
confound a guilty perſon, than 
that he hath abuſed a benefactor, 
whom he could never have re- 
compenſed for kindneſſes recciv- 
ed from him. It makes him dumb, 
and ſpecchleſs, ſo that he hath no- 
Thing to ſay, becauſe of his con- 


he hath done. Who can expreſs 
the grief and trouble that is in 
the mind of a late penitent, when 
he confiders what a requital he 
hath made to God for his good- 
neſs to him! When ſinners come 
to a ſerious conſideration of God, 
and of themſelves, there's nothing 
which they ſpeak more of, than 
of the Goodneſs of God, how poor 
and how afflicted ſoever they have 
been: they are ſenfible that they 
have deſerv'd ſo ill from him, that 
it is his meray they are not conſi- 
1 ned, 
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Early Piety. 149 
ned, and therefore they acknoõw- 
ledge his goodneſs, whatever their 
afflictions have been: What a 
fearful trouble then muſt it be to 
the ſinner, when looking back up- 
on his paſt actions, he finds that 

there has been a competition be- 
tween the 4/mighty and him, whe- 

, ther God ſhould ſhew moſt good- 

» neſs, or he be guilty of moſt wick- 

e dneſs. Beſides, when ſinners re- 

5 pent, they are commonly ſenſible, 

t | that God's goodneſs to them Was 

; the very occaſion of their wicked- 

1 | neſs againſt him. They have liv'd 

1 


+. 
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as if God's giving them health, 
and riches, and liberty, had been 
to engage : hem, not to the practice 
, of religion, but of ſin and wick- 
edneſs. It is a terrible grief to a 
| diſobedient child, when he conſi 
ders what he hath done 'againſt 
natural affection, and innumera- 
ble obligations of love and ten- 
derneſs: It muſt needs be a great. 
er grief to the ſinner, when he Þ 
conſiders what violence he hat 
Bunce. H 2 offered 
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150 The Benefit of 
| offered to his natural principle of 
love and duty to God, and the in- 
finite obligation which God hath 
been pleaſed to lay upon him : 
ſurely when the young man re- 
fuſeth the 7oke, and intends to 


repent, he doth not confider | 


what his grief and ſorrow is like 
to be upon this account. 2 
I may add to this, That the 
grief of a late penitent is exceed- 
| ingly encreaſed by the malice of 
the Devil. He then poſſeſſes the 
ſinner with dreadful apprehenſi- 
ons of his condition, by telling 
him that he is loſt and undone, 
and that God will never be re- 
concil'd to him. 
He that perſuaded the young 
man to make light of repentance 
as if it were a buſineſs that admit- 
ted of a quick and eaſy diſpatch: 
when he comes to repept, tells 
him another ſtory. He endeavours 
then to prevent it by telling bim 
that it will be a trouble too great 
for him, to think of what he hath 
Orme 1 done; 
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Early Piety. 151 
of cone : and if he cannot prevent it, 
5 he will then purſue the ſinner 
h with ſuggeſtions that he hath not 


repented enough, and ſo keeps 
bim overwhelm'd with grief and 


0 ſorrow to think of his condition. 
r Then, he that thought there was 
0 no great danger in committing 
the greateſt ſin, thinks now that 
e every little fin is too great to be 
L forgiven, and ſometimes thinks 
\f he commits unpardonable fins, 
a when he commits none at all. 
Every melancholy thought, e- 
5 very {fdden Imagination darted 


g into his mind, is an unſpeakable 
5 grief and trouble to him. It is 
endleſs to tell you, how many per- 
plexities of this nature have at- 
tended the late repentance of 
: thoſe who have lived ſinful lives. 
If all theſe things be confider= | 
. ed, how good is it for a man to 
8 bear the Loke in his youth, that 
1 

8 


he may not have the grief and 
ſorrow of an after - repentance 
to undergo ? { 
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& 352 The Benefit of 
I know that it hath been the 
EF conceit of ſome in our days, that 
no man can be in the ſtate of 
religion, but he muſt know the - 
time of his converſion, and be a- 
ble to give an account when he 
repented, & turn'd from the 2w2ys 
of ſin and wickedneſs. But it is a 
very groundleſs conceit, for there 
are many (and I pray God en- 
creaſe the number of them) who 
E fear God from their youth,asOba- 
HAiab did, 1 Kings 18. T2. who ne- 
ver were converted from a ſinful 
and ungodly life; for they never 
lived ſuch a life. The care of 
their parents to bring them up in 
the nurture & admonition of the 
Lord: Their early liſtnings to zhe 
worce of their teachers, and ta- 
King their counſel, hath prevent- 
ed the neceſſity of repentance, 
& conſequently of the great grief 
and ſorrow which attends it. I 
know there is no good man but 
hath frequent occaſion to repent, 
becauſe every man that is a ſinner 
muſt 


and that ſorrow and grief which 
and a continued enmity againſt 


bear the Yoke in his youth, that he 
may not endure thoſe ſharp con- 


before. Doubtleſs it is a very I 


Early Piety. 1533 
muſt be Penitent, but thoſe are 
the ſecond Acts of repentance, # 
which are commonly very ſhort, 
and quickly bring great joy and 
comfort to the mind. It is the firſt 
act, the turning from one ſtate 
to another, that I am ſpeaking of, 


is the conſequent of a finful life 


God. It is good for a Man that he 


Aids, thoſe terrors and diſquiet- 
ments of mind which attend an 
after-repentance. „ 

2. Repentance is not only a 
great grief for what is paſt, but 
amendment for the time to come. 
A man map, in a ſenſe, be ſaid to 


repent that continues as he was 


common thing for ſinners to 
repent, ſo ſoon as they have 
done a baſe Act, becauſe it natu- 
rally brings trouble to them; but 
yet the next temptation prevails, 

Ha which 
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154 The Benefit of | 


is to his luſt, The maſter calls 


and wiſhes it were otherwiſe with 
him. But that repentance which 
'3s true and valued either by God 
or Man, is that repentance which 


produceth amendment. Who re- 


ards a man that ſaith, he is ſorry 


. what he hath done, and yet 
1 doth the ſame again? 


he notion of repentance is ve- 


ry eaſy, and that which every 
one underſtands. It is a man's be- 


ing ſorrowful for what he hath 
done, and his reſolving to do ſo 
no more. But there is this differ- 
ence between repentance to- 


watds Men and repentance - to- 
wards God: The firit may be in a 
man's own power, but the ſecond 
is not. Tf I have treſpaſſed upon 


my neighbour, or done any inju- 


ry. I can be ſorry for it, and make 
| reſtitution, ' which is all that he 
E requires, and take care that I of-. 


awhich ſhews what a ſlave a man 


and his ſervant obeys his voice, 
tho' he hath regret in his mind, 
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Early Piety. 155 M 
fend him not for the time to 
come. But if I have offended God; 
If I have lived a finful and ungod- 
ly life ; I cannot amend that and 
lead a new life without the grace 
and holy ſpirit of God, becauſe 
in repentance towards God, there 
is not only a neceſſity of chang- 
ing the courſe of a man's actions, 
but the ſtate and habit of his 
mind. There muſt be a new 
principle of piety and holineſs, 
from which good actions do pro- 
ceed. It is poſſible for a man to 
change the courſe of his actions 
towards God, and yet not be a 
true penitent. He that hath been 
debaucht may live ſoberly and 
e ee He that never came 
to church may frequent ir, and 


more inſtances may eaſily be 


given; and all this may be for 
the ſake of his credit and re puta- 
tion, or it may be that he may 
give ſome eaſe to himfelf by it, 
becauſe of his tormenting conſci- 
ence ; but all this while the man 

Rake © 18 


py 
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= no true penitent : There is not 
in him that principle of piety and 
bolineſs by which he delights in 
God, and hates all that is evil. 


True repentance is a change of 


1 22 


the naturę and diſpoſition of the I p 
mind, which cannot be without I tt 
the work of God's holy ſpirit. c 
When therefore the young man t 
refuſeth the Yoke with an intent 
to repent afterwards, he promiſes | ( 
that to himſelf, which is out of his | + 
own power. An ability to perform || 4 
it muſt come from that God whoſe 0 
Joke he refuſcth to bear. He that } 1 
intends to repent, ſhould often ſe- t 
riouſly conſider what the Apoſtle { 
faith, 2 Tim. 2.25, 26. Inmeck- || + 


E neſt inſtructing them that oppoſe 
E zZhemſelves, if God feraduenture 
duill give them repentance to the 
© acknowledgment of the truth. Aud 
that they may recover themſelves 
out of the ſuare of the Devil, who 
are led captive by him, at his will. 
© We are to underitand the Apoſtle 
as well with reference to errors of 
H | practice 
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hopes that God will give him 


Early Ply, 17 ff 
practice as to errors of judgment. 
Men oppoſe the truth as well 
by wicked lives as by _— E 

rinciples. Methinks they ſhould 
bo afraid to fin in hopes of re- 
pentance, if they conſider what 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks in this place 
concerning it. There are three 
things obſervable. 

1. Repentance is the gift of 
God, and what reaſon hath a- 
ny man to expect that gift from 
God, who breaks his moſt righte- 
ous laws, di ſhonours his moſt ho- 
ly name, and caſts all manner of 
contempt upon him, in hopes of 
that gift? Was it ever known 
that any man did that which he 
knew to be offenſive to another, 
in hopes of his favour? Did ever 
any man in his wits, diſoblige a- 
nother in hopes of a gift from 
him? That a man ſhould give 
Himſelf to the ſervice of fin, in 


repentance. inſtead of the pu- 
niſhment of his fan, is ſuch pag I 
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of folly and madneſs, that he may 
be afhamed and confounded to 


think of it; and very probable it 
is, that he is unwilling ſeriouſſy to 
think oy it, that hema y avoid ſhame 
and confuſion as long as he can. 
2. The young man may ob- 
ſerve that the Apoſtle puts it up- 
on a peradventure whether God 
will beſtow this gift upon him, 
when all poſſible means is uſed to 
reclaim him. He ſhould there- 
fore conſider, that if he bears the 
Yoke now, he may be aſſured of 
the love and favour of God, and 
E rejoyce in it all his days; but if 
he neglects it in hopes of repen- 
tance afterwards, though mini- 
ſters ſhould uſe their utmoſt en- 
deavours, by all meek and kind 
intreaties and inſinuations to bring 
him to the practice of religion, 
Pet it is a queſtion whether they 
ca prevail, becauſe they cannot 
give repentance, 5 


It is to be feared, there are ma- 


ny ſinners who continue a ſinful 
> BY life 
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fſute after they are ſo convinced of 


to | A 
> it the folly and madneſs thereof, as » 
to need no arguments for their 

55 7 Fo YL - 
{ farther conviction, b=cauſe God 

me .;, zug! bed de their Jon 0 
8 is juſtly provoked by their long 


b. I reſiſting his grace to withdraw it 

X' forthe future: And after theſe are 
4 fully convinced of their danger 
they do both fail in their ſtrivings 


1 4 
1 


n ail: 
5 to ſubdue their luſts, and implo- 
.. | ring as they ought, the divine 
E grace for the ſucceſs of endea- 


f || yours to that end. So that they 
1 continue impenitent againſt all 
ce || perſuaſions, and againſt the rea- 
ſon of their own minds, for want 
of this giit of God, which he 

g ſometimes may, as I ſaid, refuſe 
| in his judgment to continue. From 
| whence "tis manifeſt that it is a 

| ee e ce whether he that 
olds on in ſinning in hopes of 
repentance hereafter, ſhall obtain 

it when he deſires it. | F 

z. Whenthe finner hath refus d 

the Yoke, and hopes for repen- 

tance afterwards, he is in tae mean 

x tim2 x 
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time in the are of the devil, and 


led captive by him. Let the young 
Man conſider what a hopeful con- 
dition he is like to be in, if he doth 

not fear God in his youth. There 
are two things which he may con- 


= ſider from this ex preſſion of the 


Apoſtle; one is certain, and that 
is he ſhall be in the ſnare of the 
Devil; another is uncertain, and 
that is whether he ſhall ever reco- 
ver himſelſ, and get out of it. He 
cannot ſay, that it is beſt for him 


to ſerve God in his Youth, for 


fear he ſhould be in the ſnare of 
the Devil, and be his captive if 
he does not, for that he is ſure of, 


there is no peradventure belongs 


to that; but only to his eſcape 
EF out of it, which is very hazar- 
E cous, becauſe it mult be given 
him from that God whom he 
hath all along offended and pro- 
voked to anger. 

From this that I have ſaid, the 
caſe of the young man is ſtated 
right: He is at his choice 1 5 
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2d Iker he will have God's Toke or be BM 
og Jin the Devil's ſhare, and he can- Xx 
n- not but ſee what an uncomfor- ' i 
th table thing it is, that he ſhould: 
re I reſoive (againſt the force of all 
n- (arguments from God's word 
e and his tender conſcience) to 
at accept of the Devil's invitation 
© into bis ſnare, in hopes that God 
d by repentance will afterwards 
4 rel him out of it. 
0 Thus I have ſhewed how un- 
n ff reaſonable it is for men to fin 
r Fin hopes of repentance ; from 
f | the confideration of what it is in 
f JF it ſelf. | | 
, | Letnot therefore chef bee 
S | yourg be ſo fooliſh as to do that 
- | in their youth, which they can- 
I not but know muſt needs colt. } 
1 | them bitterneſs of ſoul hereafter. 
I And let not any think that repen- #4 
tance conſiſts wholly of ſorrow for 
fin, how deep ſoever it is, for then 
liners: may 5 ſecured that they 
ſhall go to Heaven, if they do not- 
die baden, and inſendibl of 
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what they have done : for it is 
ſcarcely to be imagined that a 
man ſhould look upon baſe aQi- 
ons, when he is dying, and not 
repent and be ſorry for them. 
Young Pcople may promiſe 
themſelres that they ſhall be for- 
ry tor waat they have done, but 
they cannot promiſe the renew- 
ing grace of God, without which 
all ſorrow for fin, will no whit 
avail them. WHY 0 
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